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Jill  Raymond  Free  After  Year  in  Kentucky  Jail 


By  Nancy  Wechsler 

LEXINGTON,  KY  —  Jill  Raymond 
was  released  at  midnight,  May  4,  after 
spending  14  months  in  Kentucky 
county  jails  for  refusing  to  testify 
before  a  federal  grand  jury  looking 
into  the  whereabouts  of  Susan  Saxe 
and  Kathy  Power.  May  4  was  the  day 
the  grand  jury  expired,  and  the 
government  could  not  keep  her  in  jail 
any  longer.  Judge  Moynihan  signed  the 
release  order  and  it  was  brought  to  the 
jail  by  the  chief  U.S.  marshall. 

Raymond  was  greeted  at  the  jail  by 
friends  and  supporters,  and  driven 
back  to  Lexington  where  she  lived 
before  going  to  jail. 

In  a  press  conference  held  the 
afternoon  of  her  release,  Raymond 
read  a  statement  about  her  imprison¬ 
ment  and  release.  “Many  of  you  will 
ask  me  ‘Was  it  worth  it?’  My  first 
response  is  to  the  nature  of  the 
question  itself.  The  fact  of  that 
question  being  so  primary  indicates  the 
degree  of  cynicism  and  resignation 
there  is  among  people  towards  power  ' 
greater  than  that  which  they  possess. 
There  are  those  people  who  agree  with 
my  analysis  of  the  case  but  still  say  ‘It’s 
too  great  a  sacrifice  —  you  should  be 
out  having  a  good  time.’  To  me  this 
attitude  foreshadows  a  waning  poten- 


Jill  Raymond 


tial  for  the  concept  of  a  government  by 
the  people  and  for  the  people.  Power 
abuses  obviously  can  run  rampant  if 
people  can  be  made  so  fearful  of  the 
system  that  they  dare  not  try  to  gain 
control  of  it  .  .  .  .’’ 

“I’ve  told  these  people  (who  say  it’s 
too  great  a  sacrifice)  that  their  judg¬ 


ment  would  be  correct  if  I  was  one  lone 
isolated  individual  who  remained  jailed 
for  the  simple  purpose  of  withholding 
testimony  before  a  particular  grand 
jury.  The  fact  is  that  I  am  not  isolated 
and  my  purpose  was  never  so  narrow 
as  to  simply  avoid  giving  testimony.  I 
rather  view  my  effort  combined  with 
the  efforts  of  others  as  something  that 
has  helped  to  coalesce  a  number  of 
individuals  and  groups  into  a  move¬ 
ment  against  the  use  of  grand  juries  to 
intrude  on  peoples’  lives,”  Raymond 
added. 

What  concrete  results  have  come 
from  this  whole  experience?  Raymond 
mentions  several  in  her  statement. 
First,  she  says  that  various  reform 
legislation  is  up  before  Congress,  all  of 
which  would  have  prevented  herself 
and  others  from  going  to  jail.  Second¬ 
ly,  she  notes,  grand  jury  protest 
groups  have  formed  around  the  coun¬ 
try  to  educate,  agitate,  and  spread 
political  and  legal  awareness  of  grand 
jury  abuse.  Thirdly,  as  a  result  of 
massive  work  around  the  country, 
Terri  Turgeon  and  Ellen  Grusse  in  New 
Haven  and  Veronica  Vigil  in  Denver 
have  been  released  from  jail;  Herbert 
Quinn  was  not  re-subpoenaed,  and 
“we  will  continue  to  work  to  free 
Joanna  LeDeaux.”  (LeDeaux  is  a 
native  American  para-legal  worker 


who  has  been  in  prison  since  Septem¬ 
ber  for  refusing  to  testify  before  a 
federal  grand  jury  in  South  Dakota 
gathering  information  about  native 
American  activists.  LeDeaux  is  six 
months  pregnant  and  in  poor  health, 
yet  the  government  refuses  to  drop  her 
subpoena  and  release  her.) 

Raymond’s  14  months  in  prison 
obviously  have  made  her  very  aware  of 
the  way  prisoners  are  treated.  In  her 
statement  to  the  press  she  talked  about 
who  was  in  jail  and  who  was  not,  and 
how  once  someone  has  been  convicted 
and  sentenced,  “the  prison  system 
itself  has  its  own  form  of  punishment. 
Someone  could  be  locked  in  solitary, 
deprived  of  privileges,  transferred  to 
another  jail  without  even  five  minutes 
notice.”  Raymond  herself  was  trans¬ 
ferred  twice  without  much  notice,  and 
spent  much  of  her  time  in  jail  without 
the  company  of  other  prisoners. 

Patty  Blum,  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Grand  Jury  Project,  pointed  out  that 
her  release  came  on  the  first  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Vietnam’s  victory  over  the 
United  States  and  the  sixth  anniversary 
of  the  shootings  at  Kent  State  and 
Jackson  State.  “Jill  is  a  freedom- 
fighter  —  we  claim  her  release  as  a 
victory  for  her  and  all  of  us.  It  is  a 
victory  that  she  was  not  re-subpoenaed 
(Continued  on  page  6) 


Two  Indicted  in  Boston  ‘Cobblestone  Killing’ 


BOSTON  —  A  Suffolk  County 
grand  jury  last  Wednesday  handed 
down  indictments  against  three  South 
Boston  men  in  connection  with  the 
murder  of  20-year-old  Juan  Pascacio 
Claudio  of  West  Newton  St.,  South 
End,  on  March  30,  1975.  Paul  Laffer- 
ty,  21,  of  B  St.  surrendered  to  police 
accompanied  by  his  father.  Frederick 
O’Brien,  22,  of  West  Ninth  St.,  was 
arrested  by  detectives  from  District  Six 
and  the  Homicide  Division.,  at  his 
home.  A  third  suspect,  19-year-old 
Joseph  Breen  of  Carmody  Court,  is 
presently  being  sought  by  police  on  the 
murder  warrant. 

Claudio  was  brutally  bludgeoned  to 
death  as  he  was  leaving  Jacques  lounge 
in  Boston’s  Bay  Village  fourteen 
months  ago,  in  a  murder  later  named 
the  “Cobblestone  Killing.”  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  2,  No.  42).  Sgt.  Frank  Whalen  of 
the  Homicide  Division,  assisted  by 
Detectives  George  Whitley,  Daniel 
Mahoney,  and  Edward  Butler,  were 
involved  in  the  lengthy  investigation, 
which  involved  interviewing  dozens  of 
persons. 

This  is  the  only  one  of  six  gay-related 


homicides,  under  investigation  by  Bos¬ 
ton  Police,  that  has  reached  the  arrest 
stage.  Five  others,  including  one  other 


Frederick  O’Brien 


slaying  in  the  Bay  Village  and  another 
in  which  different  South  Boston  men 
are  being  sought,  have  not  been 


V* ij&h  $ 

Paul  S.  Lafferty 


Air  Force  Rejects  Matlovich  Appeal 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  U.S. 
Air  Force  Board  for  Correction  of 
Military  Records  and  Thomas  Reed, 
Secretary  of  the  Air  Force,  have  both 
rejected  former  Air  Force  T.  Sergeant 
Leonard  Matlovich’s  appeal  for  an 
overturning  of  his  discharge.  The 
openly  gay  former  Air  Force  T. 
Sergeant  was  discharged  from  the  Air 
Force  because  of  his  homosexuality  in 
a  nationally  publicized  case.  In  a  recent 
appeal  to  U.S..  District  Court  Judge 


Gerhard  Gesell,  the  Judge  decided  that 
before  he  could  rule  on  the  case, 
Matlovich  would  have  to  “exhaust  all 
administrative  remedies”  within  the 
Air  Force.  With  the  Air  Force’s  denial 
of  the  appeal,  the  Judge’s  stipulations 
have  now  been  satisfied,  and  Judge 
Gesell  is  expected  to  make  a  summary 
decision  on  the  case  soon. 

The  Board  of  Correction  of  Military 
Records,  made  up  of  three  civilians, 
decided  on  April  19  that  Matlovich’s 
discharge  was  proper  in  view  of  the 


U.S.  Code  on  homosexuals  in  the 

j 

Military.  Although  the  Board  declined 
to  comment  on  the  constitutionality  of 
the  regulation,  it  did  state  that  the 
regulations  were  “appropriate  and 
reasonable.”  The  Board  also  refused 
to  address  the  possible  applications  of 
exceptions  and  exemptions  to  the 
U.S.  Code. 

Secretary  Reed  was  quoted  by  the 
United  Press  International  as  stating 
that  the  dismissal  of  Matlovich  was 
correct  because  homosexuals  in  the 


resolved. 

It  was  the  death  of  Claudio  that 
precipitated  the  latest  spate  of  legal 
action  against  the  owners  of  Jacques 
and  The  Other  Side  by  the  Bay  Village 
Neighborhood  Association.  Boston 
Mayor  Kevin  White  called  for  the 
revocation  of  the  bars’  licenses  follow¬ 
ing  the  murder. 

Police  sources  told  GCN  that  there 
were  a  half  dozen  different  accounts  by 
various  persons  of  the  murder.  The 
testimony  of  a  woman,  who  described 
herself  as  Claudio’s  girlfriend,  was 
crucial  to  the  case,  according  to  the 
police.  Representatives  of  Jacques 
repeatedly  disclaimed  any  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  melee  in  which  Claudio 
was  involved  prior  to  being  hit  with  a 
24-pound  boulder.  The  victim,  who 
had  moved  to  Boston  from  Puerto 
Rico  two  years  previously,  had  also 
been  knifed  several  times  previously. 
As  many  as  five  other  men,  also 
believed  by  police  to  be  from  South 
Boston,  were  thought  to  be  involved 
with  the  slaying,  but  last  week’s 
indictments  could  positively  identify 
only  the  named  three. 


military  might  “corrupt  young  re¬ 
cruits.” 

Keith  Snyder,  who  works  in  the 
office  of  Matlovich’s  lawyer  David 
Addlestone,  told  GCN  that  the  Air 
Force  decision  was  “expected.”  Sny¬ 
der  noted  that  the  “administrative 
work  is  all  done  and  now  we’re  back  to 
the  courts.”  Matlovich’s  lawyers  will 
be  filing  an  application  within  the  next 
few  weeks  for  Judge  Gesell’s  re¬ 
consideration  of  the  case. 
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news  notes 


BUSH-GOERS  BEWARE 


GAY  CLEARINGHOUSE 

WORCESTER,  MA  —  As  a  result 
of  the  fourth  annual  New  England  Gay 
Conference  held  at  Clark  University,  a 
committee  has  been  formed  to  work 
for  the  establishment  of  a  New 
England  Clearing  House  for  Sexual 
Minorities.  There  have  been  so  far  two 
meetings:  Mar.  28  and  Apr.  11. 

The  proposed  goals  of  this  organiza¬ 
tion  thus  far  include:  a  central  in¬ 
formation  and  resource  center  provid¬ 
ing  information  concerning  legal  rights 
and  aid,  gay  groups  and  businesses, 
gay  leaders,  gay  literature,  gay  artists, 
counselling,  gay  recreation  and  educa¬ 
tion;  providing  a  central  resource 
library;  providing  direct  aid  to  newly 
forming  organizations;  and  to  act  as  a 
central  committee  for  the  various  gay 
organizations  in  New  England.  It  has 
also  been  suggested  that  the  Clearing 
House  coordinate  the  annual  New 
England  Gay  Conference. 

The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
May  23  at  1:00  p.m.  at  Clark 
University  in  Worcester,  MA  (Room 
218  of  the  Academic  Center). 


APARTHEID  PROTEST 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Youth  Against 
War  and  Fascism  is  sponsoring  an 
evening  of  Solidarity  with  Victims  of 
Racism  in  Boston  and  South  Africa. 
The  purpose  of  the  forum,  to  be  held  in 
Boston’s  Arlington  Street  Church  on 
May  15  at  8  p.m.,  is  to  focus  attention 
on  the  relations  between  South  African 
Apartheid  and  racism  here. 

Beth  Gamo,  a  member  of  the  gay 
caucus  of  the  organization,  told  GCN 
that  “The  gay  caucus  of  YAWF  urges 
all  gay  people  to  come  out  and  fight 
against  African  apartheid  as  well  as 
racist  forces  at  home.” 

CAMBRIDGE  GAYS 

CAMBRIDGE  —  Cambridge’s 
“Idler”  will  be  the  place  for  informal 
meetings  of  the  Cambridge  Homin- 
tern,  a  social  group  of  Boston  gay  men, 
starting  this  Sunday  evening.  The 
Back  Room  at  the  Idler,  located  at  123 
Mt.  Auburn  St.  in  Harvard  Square, 
has  indicated  that  it  has  no  objection  to 
the  gatherings,  which  will  take  place 
from  8-12  p.m.  and  are  open  for 
anyone.  The  purpose  of  the  get- 
togethers  are  purely  social  —  an 
attempt  to  enable  Cambridge  gay  men 
to  meet  their  neighbors. 

PASSARO  STAYS 

NEW  YORK  —  Joanne  Passaro, 
who  told  GCN  last  week  that  she  was 
resigning  from  the  “movement”  Chris¬ 
topher  Street  Liberation  Day  march  in 
New  York  because  of  the  committee’s 
“overt  sexism,”  has  reconsidered  her 
decision.  Passaro  told  GCN  that  she 
had  decided  to  stay  on  because 
“everything  was  out  in  the  open,”  and 
because  “I  got  a  large  amount  of 
support  from  more  than  half  of  the 
committee.” 
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■BOSTON  —  A  dramatic  increase  in 
police  activity  along  the  “Bird  Sanctu¬ 
ary”  area  of  the  Charles  River  near  the 
Browne  and  Nichols  School  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  has  been  reported  during  the 
last  week.  Several  men  who  frequent 
the  area  told  GCN  that  Metropolitan 
District  Police  officers  have  been 
patrolling  the  area  in  marked  vehicles, 
using  loudspeakers  and  lights  to  scare 
men  out  of  the  entire  area. 

A  spokesperson  for  MDC  police 
headquarters,  however,  stated  that  on 
the  day  during  which  the  most  police 
activity  was  reported  (Sunday,  May  2), 
there  were  no  arrests  recorded  by  the 
MDC’s  Upper  Basin  District. 

PSYCHIATRIC  CONF. 

MEDFORD,  MA  —  The  Fourth 
annual  North  American  Conference  on 
Human  Rights  and  Psychiatric  Op¬ 
pression  will  be  held  in  Boston  on 
May  28-31  at  Tufts  University  in 
Medford,  MA.  Suggested  workshop 
topics  include  a  workshop  on  “Sexual 
Minorities  and  Psychiatry”  and  “Sex¬ 
ism  and  Psychiatry.”  There  will  also  be 
workshops  on  “Ex-patient  Organiz¬ 
ing,”  “Establishing  Alternatives  to 
Hospitals,”  and  “Racism  and  Psychi¬ 
atry.” 

The  conference  is  sponsored  by 
Mental  Patient’s  Liberation  Front,  and 
the  first  two  days  are  open  both  to 
current,  and  former  psychiatric  in¬ 
mates,  as  well  as  non-professional 
people  active  in  the  movement.  The 
second  two  days  (Sunday  and  Monday) 
are  open  to  the  general  public. 

In  addition,  on  Sunday,  May  30,  a 
march  is  planned  on  Boston  State 
Hospital,  the  birthplace  of  the  land¬ 
mark  right  to  refuse  treatment  suit 
which  is  now  in  Boston  Federal  Court. 

Registration  fee  for  the  entire  con¬ 
ference  will  be  $15  and  interested 
people  should  write  the  Mental  Pa¬ 
tients  Liberation  Front,  Box  156,  West 
Somerville,  MA  02144.  The  conference 
will  be  held  at  Eaton  Hall  at  the  center 
of  the  campus. 


California  Sea-lion  (Zalophus  calif ornicnus). 


REAGAN  AND  RIGHTS 

PHILADELPHIA  —  In  response  to 
a  letter  from  Mark  Segal  of  the 
Philadelphia  Gay  Raiders,  Peter  D. 
Hannaford,  spokesperson  for  Ronald 
Reagan,  former  Governor  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  candidate  for  the  Repub¬ 
lican  nomination  for  President,  out¬ 
lined  Reagan’s  position  on  gay  rights. 

“Governor  Reagan  has  asked  me  to 
reply  to  your  letter  of  October  6,” 
wrote  Hannaford.  “He  (Reagan)  has 
always  believed  that  a  person  should  be 
judged  by  a  prospective  employer  on 
the  basis  of  his  or  her  qualifications. 
He  is  opposed  to  discrimination  of  any 
sort.  At  the  same  time,  it’s  his  position 
that  an  employer  has  a  right  to  hire  the 
person  he  considers  best  suited  to  the 
job  available.” 


PASOLINI  KILLER 

ROME,  ITALY  —  A  17-year-old 
Roman  has  been  convicted  of  the 
murder  of  Pier  Paolo  Pasolini,  well- 
known  gay  Italian  filmmaker.  Found 
guilty  in  juvenile  court  of  voluntary 
homicide  with  unknown  accomplices, 
the  youth,  Pino  Pelosi,  was  sentenced 
to  9  years,  7  months,  and  10  days  in 
prison. 

The  slaying,  a  particularly  brutal 
one,  in  which  the  famed  director  was 
bludgeoned  to  death,  then  run  over 
with  his  own  sportscar,  took  place  last 
November.  At  his  trial  Pelosi  claimed 
to  have  clubbed  Pasolini  after  refusing 
sexual  advances  of  the  director. 

Pasolini  gained  international  fame 
with  his  bleak,  austere  “The  Gospel 
According  to  Saint  Matthew.”  He  was 
highly  respected  for  other  works  which 
ranged  from  the  neo-Realist  “Acca- 
tone,”  which  described  life  in  the 
slums  of  Rome,  to  the  more  flam¬ 
boyant  “Decameron.”  Pasolini’s  final 
film,  “120  Days  of  Sodom,”  was 
based  on  the  Marquis  de  Sade  work. 

ONTARIO  MEETING 


KINGSTON,  ONTARIO  —  A  con¬ 
ference  focusing  on  Gay  Women: 
Problems  and  Perspectives  will  be 
sponsored  by  the  Queen’s  Homophile 
Association  during  the  Victoria  Day 
weekend.  May  22-24.  Registration  will 
begin  Friday,  May  21,  from  5-10  p.m., 
and  continue  on  Saturday,  May  22, 
9-9:30  a.m. 

The  QHA  Conference  Steering 
Committee  states  that  even  though  the 
conference  is  particularly  concerned 
with  the  problems  of  gay  women  and 
the  Lesbian  movement,  it  hopes  to 
increase  understanding  among  gay  men 
and  women.  For  this  reason,  it  is 
encouraging  both  men  and  women  to 
attend. 

The  Conference  will  take  place  at 
Queen’s  University  in  Kingston,  On¬ 
tario,  100  miles  north  of  Syracuse,  NY. 
Workshops  include:  Gay  Women’s 
Introspection  and  Gay  Men’s  Intro¬ 
spection,  The  Male  Feminist,  Gays  and 
Child  Custody,  The  History  of  the 
Lesbian  in  Society.  Conference  fee  will 
be  $5,  and  accommodations  will  be 
provided  at  the  University. 

For  more  information,  please  con¬ 
tact  Queen’s  Homophile  Association, 
51  Queen’s  Crescent,  Kingston,  On¬ 
tario  K7L  2S7,  Canada. 


MCAD  BILL 

BOSTON  —  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis  has  proposed  a  reorganization 
of  the  Mass.  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  (MCAD)  by  creating 
three  full-time  commissioners  to  re¬ 
place  the  now  part-time  members. 
Already  approved  by  the  legislature’s 
Committee  on  State  Administration, 
the  bill  awaits  decision  by  the  Senate 
and  House  Ways  and  Means  Commit¬ 
tee.  Supporters  of  the  bill  say  the 
MCAD  with  its  large  backlog  of  cases 
has  a  demonstrated  need  for  full  time 
commissioners  if  it  is  to  be  effective. 
Under  the  plan,  combined  salaries  for 
the  three  commissioners  would  in¬ 
crease  from  $46,000  to  $71,000. 

The  organization’s  function  is  to 
enforce  the  state’s  anti-discrimination 
laws,  and  if  the  gay  rights  bill  now 
pending  before  the  Mass,  legislature 
passes,  MCAD  functions  would  in¬ 
clude  cases  of  gay  discrimination. 


RIVERHEAD,  L.I.  —  Democratic 
D.A.  Henry  F.  O’Brien  of  Suffolk 
Co.,  N.Y.,  charged  with  sodomy  and 
sexual  misconduct  last  September  by 
Republican  Police  Commissioner  Eu¬ 
gene  Kelley  of  the  same  county,  after 
O’Brien  announced  an  investigation  of 
Kelley  for  “corruption,  misconduct 
in  office,  and  other  serious  crimes,” 
has  been  cleared  of  all  charges  by  a 
special  State  Grand  Jury.  The  Jury  was 
empanelled  by  order  of  Governor 
Carey  when  it  was  learned  (and 
reported  in  GCN  9/27/75)  that  the  key 
witness  against  O’Brien  admitted  that 
his  testimony  was  false  and  the  result 
of  “pressure.” 

Joseph  P.  Hoey,  special  prosecutor 
assigned  by  State  Attorney  General 
Lewis  Lefkowitz  to  investigate  both 
O’Brien  and  Kelley  after  the  September 
incident,  told  the  N.  Y.  Times  April  28, 
the  day  of  the  Grand  Jury’s  clearing  of 
O’Brien,  that  a  new  grand  jury  was 
being  empaneled  to  investigate  the 
charges  against  Police  Commissioner 
Kelley.  Specifically,  Mr.  Hoey  said, 
that  grand  jury  will  concentrate  on 
how  and  why  the  Suffolk  Police 
Department  obtained  testimony  from 
the  above-mentioned  “key  witness” 
while  he  was  in  Suffolk  County  jail  for 
possession  of  stolen  goods. 

GCN  reporter  David  Brill’s  story  in 
the  9/27/75  issue  of  this  paper  cited 
that  the  “key  witness’s  ”  friend  and 
jailmate  had  told  State  investigators 
that  they  were  “pressured”  into  false 
testimony  against  O’Brien,  who  was 
once  the  lawyer  of  the  “key  witness,” 
by  promises  of  reduction  of  charges 
against  them. 


MAINE  LINE 

By  S.  W.  Henderson 

PORTLAND  —  A  Lesbian-feminist 
group  was  organized  at  Maine  Gay 
Symposium  III,  held  the  weekend  of 
April  23-25.  The  group  will  have  local 
chapters  around  the  state,  and  will 
hold  state-wide  meetings  at  intervals. 
The  first  local  meetings  will  be  off  May 
17;  for  time  and  place,  call  the  contact 
person  nearest  you.  In  Bangor,  Kate 
McQueen,  825-3471,  or  Diane  Elze, 
581-2587  (The  Women’s  Programs, 
UMB);  in  Augusta,  Pat  and  Jan,  582- 
4756,  or  Connie,  582-1618;  in  Belfast, 
Carol  Jackson,  338-3879;  in  Bath- 
Brunswick,  Nan  Stone,  729-4786,  or 
the  Women’s  Counselling  Service,  443- 
9531;  in  Portland,  Susan  Breeding, 
774-8479,  or  the  Women’s  Center,  774- 
6071.  The  first  statewide  meeting  will 
be  at  Pat  and  Jan’s  on  Bowman  Street 
in  Farmingdale.  For  directions  and 
overnight  accommodations,  call  Pat 
and  Jan.  All  Lesbians  welcome!  The 
meeting  begins  at  10  a.m.;  please  be 
prompt.  Bring  food  and  drinks  to 
share  at  a  picnic. 

+  +  + 

PORTLAND  —  The  Maine  Gay 
Task  Force  is  planning  a  hike  up 
Mount  Culter  on  May  15.  Hikers  will 
meet  at  the  hardware  store  in  Hiram  at 
1 1  a.m. 

MGTF  is  also  preparing  a  grant 
proposal  to  the  Haymarket  Founda¬ 
tion,  which  makes  grants  to  progres¬ 
sive  causes,  but,  so  far  as  they  know, 
has  not  yet  funded  a  gay  group.  MGTF 
would  like  to  get  the  money  to  buy  an 
electrostencil  cutter  and  Finish  paying 
for  an  IBM  Selectric,  both  to  be  used 
for  their  Newsletter. 


Rights  Commission  To  Rule  on  Gay  Jurisdiction 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The 
United  States  Commission  on  Civil 
Rights,  at  its  meeting  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  May  10-12,  will  decide  whether 
to  acknowledge  that  it  has  jurisdiction 
over  problems  of  discrimination 
against  gay  Americans. 

As  the  result  of  recent  conferences 
between  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  ( 
and  members  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Agency’s  New  York  State  Advisory 
Committee,  the  Committee  has  sent  a 
letter  urging  the  Commission  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  its  jurisdiction.  “Discrimi¬ 
nation  against  gay  people  is  a  problem 
of  critical  importance  to  all  persons 
concerned  with  civil  and  human 
rights,”  the  letter  said.  “We  .  .  .  have 
concluded  that  it  is  a  legitimate  and 
vital  area  for  Commission  study  and 
activity.”  The  New  York  group  also 
urged  the  Commission  to  “actively 
support  gay  civil  rights  legislation  on 
the  Federal,  state  and  local  level.” 

Conferences  have  also  been  held  by 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force  and 


members  of  the  Commission  staff  who 
have  taken  an  active  interest  in  this 
matter,  expressing  the  view  that  juris¬ 
diction  over  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  preference  is  within  the  Federal 
agency’s  current  mandate.  In  an 
Apr.  22  letter  to  the  Commissioner,  a 
staff  attorney  stated  that  “The  Com¬ 
mission  has  consistently  interpreted  its 
jurisdiction  broadly,  in  the  best  tradi¬ 
tion  of  civil  rights  law,  to  ensure  that 
unpopular  and/or  disfranchised 
groups  had  access  to  Congress  and  the 
Executive  ....  Congress  knew  that 
some  residual  authority  should  be 
provided  to  an  agency  which  serves  as 
the  conscience  of  government.  And 
this  agency  has  made  good  use  of  this 
residual  power,  articulat  ing  its  mean¬ 
ing  as  permitting  holistic  analyses  of 
serious  issues.” 

As  an  example  of  such  analysis 
currently  practiced  by  the  Commission, 
other  staff  members  have  pointed  to 
the  studies  the  agency  has  done  of 
problems  of  the  aging.  “Even  though 


no  specific  mention  is  made  of  the 
problems  of  discrimination  against 
older  people  in  the  enabling  legisla¬ 
tion,”  one  Commission  attorney 
stated,  “',we  determined  in  our  studies 
of  discrimination  based  on  race,  color, 
religion,  sex  and  national  origin,  that 
there  were  special  problems  faced  by 
significant  subgroups  of  older  people, 
and  that  these  problems  were  worthy 
of  special  study  and  activity.  Similarly, 
there  are  special  problems  faced  by 
significant  subgroups  of  gay  people 
within  each  category.” 

Commission  staff  members  have 
also  argued  that  discrimination  based 
on  sexual  preference  is  covered  under 
the  general  area  of  sex  discrimination, 
since  “the  root  of  anti-gay  discrimina¬ 
tion  is  the  same  pattern  of  sex-role 
stereotyping.” 

The  Commission’s  mandate  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  broad  area  of  “the 
administration  of  justice”  has  already 
been  ruled  by  its  general  counsel  as  a 
basis  for  assuming  jurisdiction  in  the 


area  of  sexual  preference.  The  sodomy 
statutes  in  35  states,  which  apply 
equally  to  men  and  women,  hetero¬ 
sexuals  and  homosexuals,  are  enforced 
almost  exclusively  against  gay  men. 
Said  one  Commission  attorney,  “The 
apparent  unequal  application  of  these 
laws  to  gays  seems  to  clearly  be  covered 
under  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  it  also  seems  clear  that  the 
predominance  of  prosecutions  of  gay 
men  indicates  discrimination  against 
men.” 

The  National  Gay  Task  Force  and 
other  gay  organizations  have  contacted 
civil  rights  advocates  in  Congress,  who 
have  written  to  the  Commission  ex¬ 
pressing  support  for  the  assumption  of 
jurisdiction  in  the  area  of  sexual 
preference,  and  members  of  the  gay 
community  have  been  urged  to  write  to 
Arthur  S.  Flemming  at  the  US  Com¬ 
mission  on  Civil  Rights,  1 121  Vermont 
Ave.,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20425. 


Hartford  Theme:  Nazi  Crimes  Against  Gays 


WEST  HARTFORD,  CN  —  The 
West  Hartford  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission  yielded  to  pressure  last  week 
and  agreed  to  include  a  gay  exhibit  as 
part  of  its  week-long  commemoration 
of  the  Nazi  Holocaust.  The  Commis¬ 
sion’s  last-minute  decision  to  accept 
the  exhibit  came  after  two  months  of 


delays  during  which  members  of  an 
ad  hoc  committee  of  Hartford  gays 
attempted  to  persuade  them  to  accept 
the  exhibit.  The  exhibit  chronicles  the 
“suppressed  history”  of  the  extermina¬ 
tion  of  over  250,000  homosexuals  in 
Nazi  death  camps  before  and  during 
the  Second  World  War. 


NGTF  Booth  At  Psychiatric  Meet 


MIAMI  BEACH,  Fla.  —  Members 

of  the  American  Psychiatric  Associa¬ 
tion  attending  this  year’s  annual 
convention  in  Miami  Beach  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  view  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  booth,  “Homo¬ 
phobia:  Time  for  Cure.”  The  conven¬ 
tion  will  be  held  from  May  10-13  and  is 
expected  to  draw  close  to  10,000 
psychiatrists,  psychotherapists  and 
mental  health  worker^  from  all  over 
the  country. 

Staffers  of  the  booth  (Scientific 
Exhibit  #B-18)^  will  include  NGTF 
board  member  'Barbara  Gittings  and 
media  director  Ginny  Vida,  with 
assistance  from  Bill  Hutchinson  and 
other  gay  men  from  the  Center  for 
Dialog  in  Miami.  Members  of  the  Gay 
Caucus  of  the  APA  will  also  be 
present. 

The  booth,  designed  and  constructed 
for  NGTF  by  the  Baltimore  Gay 
Alliance,  will  feature  a  display  of 
photographs  depicting  homophobic 


acts,  news  items  and  selected  literature 
relating  to  homophobia,  which  has 
been  collected  by  Barbara  Gittings  and 
Kay  Tobin  of  Philadelphia.  Display 
items  include  a  photo  of  a  policeman 
sticking  out  his  tongue  at  gay  demon¬ 
strators,  news  clippings  on  the  Vati¬ 
can’s  declaration  on  sexual  ethics  and 
the  recent  Supreme  Court  decision 
upholding  the  Virginia  sodomy  laws, 
and  a  recent  Doonesbury  cartoon 
featuring  a  gay  character  who  con¬ 
fronts  a  heterosexual’s  prejudice. 
Space  for  the  booth  has  been  donated 
by  the  American  Psychiatric  Associa¬ 
tion. 

At  last  year’s  convention,  NGTF’s 
booth  on  lesbianism  drew  a  great  deal 
of  interest  from  the  therapists.  Ginny 
Vida,  who  staffed  last  year’s  exhibit, 
said,  “We  hope  that  the  presence  of 
our  booth  at  this  year’s  convention  will 
help  psychotherapists  recognize  their 
own  homophobia  where  it  exists  and 
spur  them  on  to  cure  themselves  of  it.” 


New  York  University  gay  groups  and  the  National  Lawyers  Guild  demonstrate 
against  US  Supreme  court  Justice  Warren  Burger  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Court’s 
decision  upholding  state  sex  laws.  Burger  was  speaking  at  the  University. 

photo  by  Bettye  Lane 


According  to  Eric  Gordon,  spokes¬ 
person  for  the  committee,  the  group 
was  able  to  secure  an  invitation  for  a 
half  hour  presentation  before  the 
Human  Rights  Commission.  “We  were 
surprised  that  what  resulted  was  a  sort 
of  assessment  of  conscience  right 
during  the  week’s  events.”  said  Gor¬ 
don.  “By  quoting  some  of  the 
WHHRC’s  own  literature  right  back  at 
them,  lines  such  as  ‘That  they  have  not 
died  in  vain,  lest  mankind  forget,  lest 
forgetfulness  invite  other  slaughters, 
let  us  NOT  KEEP  SILENT,’  and 
similar  rhetoric,  we  handily  managed 
to  point  out  to  these  upstanding  pillars 
of  the  community  their  own  incon¬ 
sistency,”  he  added. 

In  addition  to  the  exhibit,  leaflets 
were  passed  out  to  the  over  200  people 
attending  the  event.  The  leaflet  began 
with  a  historical  description  —  “Ho¬ 
mosexuals  by  the  tens  of  thousands 
were  sent  to  concentration  camps, 
where  they  were  subjected  to  special 
abuse.  Most  of  them  perished.  Be¬ 
ginning  in  1934,  homosexuals  were 
rounded  up  in  Germany  and  sent  to  the 
camps.  Later  on,  the  Nazis  removed 
homosexuals  from  the  occupied  coun¬ 
tries  and  sent  them  to  camps  in 
Germany  and  Austria.  Every  prisoner 
was  identified  by  an  emblem  indicating 
the  reason  he  or  she  was  interned  —  as 


a  Jew,  gypsy,  communist,  or  homo¬ 
sexual.  The  insignia  for  homosexuals 
was  a  pink  triangle,  about  two  or 
three-quarters  inches  high,  worn  on  the 
left  side  of  the  jacket  and  on  the  right 
leg  of  the  trousers.”  The  leaflet  ends 
by  noting  that  “Gay  oppression  under 
Nazism  reminds  us  today  that  the 
‘homosexual  problem’  has  not  dis¬ 
appeared”  and  then  discusses  the 
recent  Supreme  Court  decision  on  the 
sodomy  laws  and  the  defeat  of  gay 
rights  bills  in  the  Connecticut  state 
legislature. 

As  a  result  of  the  exhibit  and 
meeting,  the  Hartford  gay  community 
has  made  plans  to  hold  a  community 
commemoration  of  the  Holocaust, 
focusing  attention  on  the  gay  losses, 
which  will  be  held  at  MCC,  1 1  Amity 
St.,  Hartford,  on  Thursday,  May  20, 
at  7:45.  All  members  of  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  have  been  invited. 
In  addition,  committee  members  are 
planning  to  meet  with  the  Human 
Rights  committee  again  soon  to  discuss 
a  list  of  project  suggestions  which  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Commission. 

“Incredible,  but  true,”  Gordon 
notes,  “that  once  in  a  while  our  own 
moral  authority  is  recognized  and  the 
liberals  are  shamefaced  into  having  to 
deal  with  the  consequences  of  their 
own  rhetoric.” 


Saxe  Trial  Put  Off  Until  Sept.  15 

By  Nancy  Wechsler 


BOSTON,  MA  —  On  Monday, 
May  3,  Judge  Walter  McLaughlin 
ruled  that  Susan  Saxe’s  trial  be 
postponed  from  May  17  to  Sept.  15. 
The  judge  made  this  decision  on  the 
basis  of  a  defense  motion,  but  no 
specifics  were  released  to  the  press. 

At  a  pre-trial  hearing  that  same  day, 
Judge  McLaughlin  heard  arguments  on 
a  defense  motion  to  suppress  evidence. 
Saxe’s  lawyers  contend  that  search 
warrants  issued  for  two  Boston  apart¬ 
ments  were  issued  after  the  searches 
took  place  and  are  therefore  illegal.  In 
addition,  the  defense  claims  the  war-’ 
rants  were  illegal  because  information 
on  the  affidavit  was  insufficient  to 
show  probable  cause  for  the  search  in 
the  first  place.  The  legality  of  a  third 
search,  this  one  in  Somerville,  is  also 
being  contested.  The  judge  is  expected 
to  rule  on  this  motion  in  the  near 
future. 

Meanwhile,  Saxe  is  continuing  her 


efforts  to  be  co-counsel  in  the  case. 
Judge  McLaughlin  has  denied  a  de¬ 
fense  motion  to  appoint  Saxe  as 
co-counsel.  Saxe’s  attorney,  Nancy 
Gertner,  has  pressed  the  issue  by 
asking  for  a  hearing  from  all  the 
justices  on  the  Massachusetts  Supreme 
Judicial  Court.  The  court  does  not 
have  to  agree  to  hear  the  appeal,  and  if 
they  do  so  it  is  not  at  all  clear  they 
would  rule  in  Saxe’s  favor. 

Members  of  the  Susan  Saxe  Defense 
Committee,  who  have  been  present  at 
the  pre-trial  hearings,  feel  it  is  Saxe’s 
absolute  right  to  actively  participate  in 
her  own  defense.  Leslie  Caian  told 
GCN,  “It  is  outrageous  that  Judge 
McLaughlin  denied  the  original  de¬ 
fense  motion  to  let  Susan  act  as 
co-counsel.  It  will  be  just  as  outrageous 
if  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  denied 
the  appeal  and  refuses  her  this  basic 
right.  Why  are  they  so  afraid  to  let  her 
stand  up  in  court  and  defend  herself?” 
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racism 

Dear  Friends: 

We  would  like  to  add  our  voice  to  the  general 
:oncern  over  the  beating  of  Mr.  Theodore  C. 
Landsmark  (a  black  lawyer)  on  Monday,  April  5. 

We  find  it  most  disturbing  that  those  people 
who  assaulted  Mr.  Landsmark  were  white  men 
who  are  products  of  the  Boston  School  system. 
All  our  schools  should  be  consciously  teaching 
young  people  respect  for  the  humanity,  dignity, 
and  rights  of  U.S.  citizens,  of  different  race, 
color  and  creed.  There  is  a  special  responsibility 
on  the  Boston  School  Committee  at  this  time 
because  of  their  resistance  to  compliance  with  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  affecting  the  desegrega¬ 
tion  of  the  Boston  schools.  We  feel  their  attitude 
inevitably  encourages  this  kind  of  lawlessness. 

In  addition,  we  must  realize  that  there  is  a  direct 
connection  between  such  assaults  taking  place  in 
front  of  City  Hall  and  the  fact  that  this  building 
has  been  the  site  of  exclusionary  and  racist 
meetings  of  ROAR  —  with  a  number  of  city  and 
school  officials  participating  and  lending  their 
support.  Simply  calling  for  increased  safety 
measures  in  the  Plaza  (as  Mayor  White  has  done) 
will  not  be  enough  as  long  as  racist  activities  are 
condoned  inside  City  Hall  itself.  W  support 
Mr.  Landsmark’s  call  for  an  end  to  the  use  of 
city  facilities  for  such  purposes. 

Mr.  Landsmark  has  not  been  the  only  target  of 
brutal  assault;  coming  out  of  the  bigotry  that  is 
rampant  in  Boston  and  seemingly  going  un¬ 
checked.  Our  black  citizens  must  be  protected 
from  these  abuses.  We  can  only  commend  the 
role  taken  by  Judge  A.  Frank  Foster  on  Thurs., 
Apr.  8,  when  he  intervened  in  the  beating  of  Mr. 
Edward  Soars,  a  black  man,  on  the  Boston 
Common.  But  it  is  frightening  that  the  police 
response  in  this  incident  (as  in  the  Landsmark 
case)  was  weak  and  ineffective.  In  both  cases, 
witnesses  or  those  assaulted  had  to  insure  that 
action  be  taken.  We  agree  with  Judge  Foster 
when  he  says,  “We  Should  involve  ourselves  or 
this  kind  of  thing  will  get  out  of  hand.” 

Signed 

Jo  Sinion 
ChrisCzernek 
Ann  Kautzmann 
Daniel  B.  Schirmer 
Rochelle  Ruthchild 
Core  Faculty  &  Staff  of  Goddard-Cambridge 

john 


doe 


Editor: 

The  missing  John  Doe  of  Richmond,  Va.,  has 
surfaced  in  Boston,  at  the  Fort  Hill  Faggots 
community. 

We  all  appreciate  the  faith  and  courage  of 
ACLU  attorneys  John  Grad  and  Phil  Hirschkop, 
expert  witness  Frank  Kameny,  and  co-plaintiff 
Richard  Roe,  who  carried  the  Virginia  sodomy 
statute  case  to  the  US  Supreme  Court. 

Publicity  around  the  case  is  raising  Gay 
consciousness  to  assert  our  own  rights  and  fulfill 
our  own  needs,  and  reminding  the  judicial 
establishment  we  can  operate  within  the  legal 
channels. 

But  petitioning  government  agencies  is  not 
enough.  As  the  Supreme  Court  failed  to  answer 
our  needs,  we  cannot  count  on  any  government 
agfency  to  respond  constructively. 

Let’s  get  together  in  support  of  every  effort  to 
secure  full  human  rights  for  all,  building  a 
strongly  united  Gay  community. 

Throughout  history  Gays  have  taken  the  lead 
to  develop  a  new  culture.  We  are  only  beginning 
to  fulfill  our  destiny. 

Edward  J.  Camp 
aka  John  Doe,  plaintiff 
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pride 

Dear  GCN  Readers: 

Ageism,  classism  and  sexism  are  conditions 
that  oppress  us,  and  our  awareness  of  these  and 
our  ability  to  overcome  them  lead  us  to  a 
desirable  level  of  liberation.  Another  condition 
that  oppresses,  which  compounds  and  confuses 
the  above  conditions,  is  elitism.  For  the  purpose 
of  this  article  we’ll  call  it  “Gay  Lib  Metropolitan 
elitism,”  which  seems  to  hold  that  living  in 
Boston,  NYC  or  Los  Angeles  equates  a  high  level 
of  living  and,  I  might  also  add,  the  assumed 
location  for  the  ideal  of  existence  and  achieve¬ 
ments  of  basic  human  rights.  As  a  struggling 
group  in  Joplin,  we  feel  this  “eliteness”  from 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  movement  when  we 
continually  justify  the  reasoning  behind  an  active 
gay  center  in  the  core  of  “middle  America.”  In 
the  town  of  our  size  a  very  basic  liberation  is 
faced  by  many  activists  who’ve  left  their 
hometowns  and  have  accomplished  much  for  gay 
rights  everywhere  except  their  regional  areas  of 
the  midwest,  in  more  “progressive”  areas, 
sometimes  thousands  of  miles  away.  I  feel 
resentment  when  someone  cannot  comprehend 
why  I  want  to  live  here,  let  alone  be  gay  and 
proud  and  demand  my  rights  with  vigor  .  .  . 
whether  I  live  in  a  gay  ghetto  in  San  Francisco  or 
not.  PRIDE  Center  is  not  a  campus  organization 
but  is  made  up  of  working  class  individuals, 
much  to  the  chagrin  of  liberationists,  sooth¬ 
sayers,’  and  predictors.  We’ve  got  nothing  but 
deaf-eared  responses  from  groups  in  all  the  cities 
mentioned  above,  from  fact  information  for  VD 
pamphets,  to  media  help  and  advice.  Goldstein’s 
Advocate  referred  to  unkempt  gay  leaders,  but 
what  is  sad  is  the  knowledge  that  he  has  kept 
news  out  that  concerns  the  basic  needs  of  people 
outside  the  “gay  meccas”  of  the  East  and  West 
Coasts.  To  be  active  here  means  loss  of  security, 
financial  or  otherwise.  One  finds  themself 
overjoyed  at  the  nrospect  of  having  a  60-dollar- 
a-week  job.  W  do  have  a  joy  in  our  life  that 
Goldstein  and  other  elitists  cannot  share.  We’re 
not  sold  out  to  a  material  existence  but  have 
joined  the  human  race.  1  challenge  Goldstein  and 
his  followers  to  work  in  a  small  town  for  gay 
rights  and  maintain  his  affluence,  and  they  too 
will  look  “unkempt  and  unemployable.”  Those 
who  speak  for  the  closeted  gay,  do  they  see 
people  arrested  and  survival  in  terms  of  an 
unpadded  future?  Existence  of  fear?  How  well 
do  campus  groups  relate  to  gay  women  in  unsafe 
factories  in  Joplin,  Missouri?  We  do  not  point 
this  out  to  boast  our  egos  or  lay  claim  to 
marytrdom  but  to  understand  the  need  to  work 
united  in  the  creation  of  a  truly  national  grass 
roots  effort  to  free  all  people  everywhere. 

In  Gay  Love, 

PRIDE 
Community  Center 
Miner’s  Bank  Bldg. 

207  West  4th 
Joplin,  MO  64801 


WARNING! 

GCN  has  been  told  that  North 
Chelmsford  police  have  been 
waiting  in  the  rest  areas  on 
Interstate  93  and  entrapping 
motorists  who  stop.  There  have 
been  several  arrests.  Drivers  of 
that  route  . are  thus  advised  to 
keep  driving,  right  on  through 
the  area. 
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ignoble 

Dear  Editor: 

Of  course  you  haven’t  printed  my  letter  of  a 
few  weeks  ago  to  you  yet.  It  was  too  negative  on 
your  idol,  Elaine  Noble,  and  wouldn’t  rest  well 
with  her.  She  might  be  “devastated”  to  read  of 
such  things.  Well,  I  now  know  where  your 
allegiance  lies  —  with  those  who  can  help  your 
advancement  only,  and  not  with  your  readers 
who  may  tend  at  times  to  disagree  with  your 
views.  Let’s  for  once  and  all  have  honest 
reporting  on  how  unproductive  and  often 
unopinionated  Ms.  Noble  is;  on  how  she’s 
speaking  everywhere  across  this  country  when 
she’s  supposed  to  be  a  local  representative  for 
our  Fenway  area;  about  how  she’s  using  her 
office  and  sexual  preference  to  further  her  own 
position.  Don’t  distort  the  truth.  Print  it!  Not 
everyone  who  voted  for  her  then  likes  her  now. 


Dear  Editor: 


As  a  spectator  at  the  Cris  Williamson  concert, 
I  was  eager  to  read  the  review  in  GCN.  Instead  of 
a  responsive  and  well-thought-out  reaction,  Fran 
Epstein’s  article  reflected  a  “lack  of  profession¬ 
alism”  in  every  respect. 

There  was  no  mentidn  of  the  time  and  date  of 
the  performance  or  the  fact  that  Harvard’s 
Saunders  Theatre  was  the  scene  for  both  the  Cris 
Williamson  concert  and  the  Women’s  Music 
Festival.  Also,  a  reviewer  who  pretends  to 
analyze  in  an  intelligent  way  should  make  sure 
that  her  information  is  complete  and  exact  and 
be  interested  enough  in  her  material  to  engage  in 
investigation  if  necessary.  To  aid  Fran  Epstein, 
for  the  next  time  she  is  assigned  coverage  of  a 
woman’s  concert,  the  full  name  of  the  bassist 
and  celloist  is  Jackie  Robinson,  and  the  song  (.hat 
apparently  moved  Ms.  Epstein  so  much  is  not 
titled  “Filling  Up  and  Spilling  Over,”  but 
“Waterfall.”  In  relation  to  Cris  Williamson’s 
absent  feminist  consciousness,  the  fact  that  she  is 
connected  with  Olivia  Records,  a  feminist  music 
collective,  and  that  her  music  is  exclusively  about 
love  relations  between  women,  seems  to  dismiss 
Ms.  Epstein’s  statement.  The  audience,  which 
was  not  only  entirely  female  but  predominantly 
gay,  did  not  come  for  an  exhibition  of  feminist 
rhetoric  but  for  the  pleasure  of  a  musical 
experience,  which  Cris  Williamson  and  company 
delivered  in  an  exuberant  way.  It  is  rare, 
nowadays,  to  go  to  a  concert  and  emerge 
well-satisfied.  Not  only  did  Cris  Williamson  play 
with  an  unusual  degree  of  enthusiasm  but  she 
involved  the  audience  in  the  performance  in  such 
a  way  that  the  spectator  felt  intimately  connected 
to  all  the  musicians. 

Another  suggestion  for  Ms.  Epstein:  Nothing 
exhibits  a  writer’s  inexperience  more  than 
apologies  and  excuses,  within  the  article,  for  the 
reviewer’s  method  and/or  opinion.  A  critic 
should  proceed  in  a  self-assured  way  and  allow 
the  article  to  be  the  spokesperson. 

Finally,  Ms.  Epstein’s  article,  rather  than 
clarifying  what  women’s  music  is  all  about,  did 
everything  to  obscure  its  intention  and  meaning 
and  to  push  it  further  into  the  background  of 
contemporary  music. 

Sincerely, 

Marcella  Jenkins 


NEED  OF  THE  WEEK 

Be  your  own  boss.  Set  your  own 
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20%  commission.  Earn  extra 
money  or  make  It  a  full-time  job. 
Write  GCN  or  call  617-426-4469. 
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Informed 


Dear  GCN; 

As  a  revolutionary  socialist  and  gay  activist,  as 
well  as  the  president  of  one  of  New  York  City's 
most  vital  gay  activist  groups,  I  find  Robert 
Rygors  “Forum”  column  (GCN,  April  17,  1976) 
mostly  confused,  but  on  two  accounts  perni¬ 
cious.  First,  his  unsubstantiated  charge  that  the 
New  York  City  gay  movement  has  “been 
infiltrated  by  'leaders’  who  freely  espouse  the 
principles  of  communism,  socialism,  anarchism 
and  leftism”:  This  smacks  of  the  worst  kind  of 
McCarthyism.  It  is  also  false.  To  my  knowledge, 

1  am  the  only  “leader”  of  a  gay  group  in  the  city 
who  is  an  adherent  of  Marxism  and  the 
“principles  of  socialism.”  I’m  proud  to  say  so, 
and  would  be  embarrassed  to  have  to  say  that  1 
had  illusions  in  the  capitalist  parties  or  the  ability 
of  their  various  gay  hangers-on  to  grant  gay 
liberation  to  homosexuals  in  the  face  of 
irrefutable  evidence  that  the  Democratic  and 
Republican  parties  function  as  obstacles  to 
freedom  for  gay  people,  as  well  as  for  other 
oppressed  groups.  Not  everyone  in  GAA  or  in 
the  gay  movement  shares  my  point  of  view,  but 
that  hasn’t  prevented  me  from  working  together 
with  them  on  efforts  to  achieve  common  goals. 
Rob  himself  has  never  raised  his  concern  about 
socialists  during  the  numerous  endeavors  in 
which  we  have  worked  together.  Second,  he 
asserts  that  the  New  York  movement  is  “in 
trouble”  because  “politicians  are  increasingly 
associating  gay  rights  with  new  left  politics.”  I 
believe  the  gay  movement  is  in  resurgence,  not  in 
trouble.  And  difficulties  it  has  had  can  in  no  way 
be  traced  to  “new  left  politics,”  whatever  that 
might  be.  If  anything,  the  movement  is  only  now 
beginning  to  emerge,  for  the  first  time  in  more 
than  two  years,  from  a  depressing  period  of 
placing  too  much  faith  in  “good”  Democratic 
Party  politicians,  rather  than  in  our  own 
potential  power. 

Yours  for  gay  liberation, 

David  Thorstad 
President,  GAA 


©ear  GCN  Readers: 

Last  week’s  letter  from  “Greg”  concerning 
GCN’s  coverage  of  the  death  of  the  late  Peter 
Derry  deserves  comment. 

In  writing  the  particular  article,  it  was  my 
belief  that  this  newspaper’s  readers  had  every 
right  to  know  all  the  angles  of  Derry’s  death 
under  investigation  by  State  Police,  since  the 
official  cause  of  death  was  still  undetermined. 
The  editors  who  approved  the  story  apparently 
agreed.  In  any  matter,  I  would  like  GCN’s 
readers  to  know  that  the  decision  to  print  the 
personal  information  about  Derry  was  not  made 
lightly. 

Sincerely, 

David  Brill 


Dear  GCN, 

I  wish  to  commend  Tom  Myles  on  his 
excellent  —  no,  superb -feature  article  on  Emily 
Dickinson.  Having  lived  16  miles  from  the 
Dickinson  home  for  most  of  my  life,  Emily 
Dickinson’s  works  have  always  been  an  integral 
part  of  my  life.  I  have  found  Mr.  Myles’  article 
not  only  interesting  but  apparently  well  re¬ 
searched  and  very  accurate. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Myles  expand 
on  this  article  with  a  sequel  or  perhaps  he  should 
even  consider  expanding  it  into  a  book. 

Thanks  Tom, 

Robert  Abel 
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Dear  GCN: 

Don  Shewey,  in  his  theatre  column  of  a  few 
weeks  ago,  was  in  search  of  the  great  gay  play. 
At  the  Next  Move  Theatre  Co.,  where  1  work, 
during  the  past  year  we’ve  been  looking  for  good 
plays.  I’m  not  sure  Don  Shewey  and  1  are 
looking  for  the  same  plays. 

Shewey  and  I  agree  that  we’ve  had  plenty 
enough  of  certain  types  of  both  gay  and  women 
characters  on  the  stage  (and  screen  and  tube  and 
the  pages  of  books):  cop-out  artists  filled  with 
self-hatred,  and  so  on.  So  Shewey  savs  (the  way  I 
read  it),  let’s  make  the  plays  better  by  putting 
better  people  on  the  stage:  “There  will  t»e  no  sign 
of  gay  camp  ....  There  will  be  no  self- 
hatred  ....  Not  one  woman  is  hostile  ...  or 
pitiful.”  The  relationships  are  to  be  better,  too: 
”...  healthy  and  sensitive  .  .  .  not  a  crutch  but 
an  inspiration  . .  .  subtle,  not  sleazy  ....  Much 
romance,  much  happiness." 

Unfortunately,  because  plays  are  so  dependent 
for  their  action  on  the  conflicts  generated  among 
the  characters,  it  is  often  necessary  to  portray 
characters  that  are  far  from  perfect  and  to  show 
them  in  situations  and  relationships  that  are 
frustrating  and  depressing.  That’s  why  we’ve  had 
a  Theater  of  Cruelty  and  a  Theater  of  Absurdity, 
but  no  Theater  of  Happiness  and  no  Theater  of 
Real  Nice  People. 

And  if  we  had  one,  would  it  be  less 
prejudicial?  I  don’t  think  so.  The  opposite  of 
prejudice  is  not  admiration  but  depth  of 
understanding,  and  I  will  not  consider  the  battle 
against  prejudice  won  when  we  have  a  spate  of 
“good"  gay  characters  to  replace  the  current 
ones,  but  when  the  gay  characters  are  as  fully 
realized  as  Marlowe’s  Edward  II  instead  of  being 
as  shallow  and  unconvincing  as  Mort  Crowley’s 
“Boys  in  the  Band.” 

Sincerely, 

Andy  Gaus 
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Rhode  Island  Student  Groups  Pick 


Up  Steam 

■ 

the  gay  community  on  campus,  con¬ 
tributing  to  greater  general  awareness. 

This  was  the  second  gay  group 
organized  at  URI.  Kingston  Gay 
Liberation,  which  disintegrated  a  year 
ago,  had  been  in  existence  for  about 
five  years  and  was  mostly  male.  So  far 
there  has  been  no  further  attempt  to 
organize  gay  men  at  URI. 

The  women’s  group’s  most  active 
members  are  graduating  this  spring. 
Though  some  members  feel  there  is  a 
need  to  continue  a  gay  organization 
next  semester,  there  is  no  certainty  as 
to  what  form  the  group  will  take. 


By  Annette  D.  Gagne 

PROVIDENCE,  RI  —  Gay  activism 
among  Rhode  Island  students  has 
shown  some  signs  of  life  in  the  past 
year.  At  the  state’s  major  colleges 
established  gay  organizations  have 
gone  through  a  bit  of  reshuffling  and 
new  groups  have  been  formed.  The  gay 
communities  at  each  school  have  made 
only  individual  attempts  at  organiza¬ 
tion.  So  far  there  has  been  no  attempt 
at  communication  or  joint  projects 
within  the  gay  student  population. 

Brown  University 

Brown  University’s  Gay  Liberation 
has  been  in  existence  for  four  years. 
The  organization  deals  mostly  with 
support  and  counseling  rather  than 
outside  work,  according  to  Richard 
Bump,  the  president.  He  said  the  group 
has  sponsored  speakers  and  films  this 
year,  including  a  program  put  on  by 
the  Boston  Homophile  Community 
Health  Service.  There  are  from  25  to  30 
members  of  Brown  Gay  Liberation 
(BGL),  all  male.  The  organization  was 
originally  mixed,  but.  Bump  said, 
“For  one  reason  or  another  the  women 
never  came  out  to  BGL  meetings, 
though  it  was  stressed  that  it’s  a  co-ed 
organization. 

Last  September  a  separate  gay 
women’s  group  was  formed  at  Brown 
under  the  aegis  of  Brown  Women 
United.  Cathy  Lewis,  a  member  of  the 
group,  described  it  as  a  diverse 
collection  of  about  10  to  15  women, 
including  graduate  students,  under¬ 
graduates  and  women  from  the  Brown 
community. 

She  said,  “The  thing  binding  us  is 
the  common  denominator  of  being  a 
lesbian.  What  we  agree  on  is  the  need 
for  an  active,  visible  group  of  lesbians 
on  campus  to  provide  models  and 
dispel  negative  stereotypes.”  The 
group  encourages  gay/straight  com¬ 
munication  and  has  weekly  discussions 
every  Sunday  night.  Activities  have 
included  film  showings  of  “Sisters” 
and  Jan  Oxenburg’s  “Home  Movie.” 

Lewis  said,  “Everyone  is  comfort¬ 
able  with  the  separate  organization  of 


men  and  women.”  However,  Bump 
disagreed.  “I  feel  it  is  unnecessary 
because  we  have  the  same  ultimate 
needs  and  goals,”  he  said.  Though 
Bump  feels  BGL  would  benefit  from 
lesbian  participation,  he  admitted  there 
were  never  more  than  two  or  three 
women  who  attended  BGL’s  meetings 
in  the  past. 


Dr.  Hubert  Kennedy,  Providence 
College  Professor 


“Their  own  group  seems  to  have 
increased  the  number  of  women  inter¬ 
ested  in  a  gay  organization,”  he  said. 
The  strictly  lesbian  organization  has 
appealed  to  many  Brown  women  who 
were  never  in  a  group  before,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Lewis.  Despite  this  initial 
success,  Lewis  feels  there  are  still  many 
closeted  women  at  Brown.  She  ex¬ 
plained,  “For  many  women  a  group  is 
more  threatening  because  it  puts  you 
on  the  spot  to  come  out.” 

Both  Lewis  and  Bump  said  the 
straight  community  at  Brown  seemed 
unbothered  by  the  existence  of  two  gay 
campus  organizations.  Bump  said  that, 


aside  from  some  minor  harassment, 
“On  the  whole  most  people  try  to  be 
accepting  and  tolerant  and  give  the 
impression  of  having  a  liberal  atti¬ 
tude.”  He  added,  “Sometimes  I  think 
it’s  artificial.” 

BGL  will  continue  to  operate  next 
fall.  Its  budget  is  under  approval. 
Though  the  women’s  group  has  no 
specific  plans  for  the  next  semester, 
Lewis  said,  “There’s  a  lot  of  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  commitment,”  among  the 
members  and  she  expects  that  they  will 
continue  as  a  sub-group  of  Brown 
Women  United. 

Providence  College 

At  Providence  College  there  is  no 
gay  organization  and  “no  chance  of 
one,”  according  to  PC  math  professor 
Hubert  Kennedy.  Kennedy  recently 
“came  out”  as  a  member  of  the  Gay 
Academic  Union.  In  summing  up  PC’s 
visible  gay  community,  Kennedy  said, 
“I’m  it,  baby.”  He  added,  “There  is 
one  student  who  openly  answers  the 
question  when  he’s  asked.”  The  col¬ 
lege  is  run  by  the  Catholic  order  of 
Dominican  Fathers  and  is  not  generally 
considered  a  refuge  for  unconventional 
thought. 

University  of  Rhode  Island 

A  support  group  for  gay  and 
bisexual  women  was  started  at  URI 
during  the  first  semester.  The  initial 
thrust  of  the  new  group  was  social.  It 
was  organized  with  help  from  the 
campus  Counseling  Center,  Speakeasy, 
a  student  sex  information  center  and 
the  Women’s  Caucus. 

In  the  second  semester  the  focus 
shifted  to  consciousness  raising.  About 
six  women  continued  to  participate  in 
the  weekly  c-r  meetings.  No  large-scale 
social  activities  were  organized.  Several 
members  participated  in  educational 
programs  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Caucus,  including  a  Women’s  Week¬ 
end.  The  group  made  two  major 
accomplishments  in  its  first  year  of 
existence:  First,  it  served  as  a  space  for 
gay  women  to  “come  out,”  and 
secondly,  it  increased  the  visibility  of 


Rhode  Island  College 

The  two-year-old  Rhode  Island  Col¬ 
lege  Gay  Alliance  has  grown  consider¬ 
ably  this  year.  President  Cathy  Cran¬ 
ston  said  there  are  about  20  to  25 
members  in  the.  group.  It  is  a  mixed 
group,  though  men  are  in  the  majority. 
The  group  meets  weekly  for  dis¬ 
cussions.  This  year  the  RICGA  spon¬ 
sored  a  week-long  symposium  which 
featured  speakers  and  workshops.  It 
was  attended  by  many  people  from  all 
over  the  state  and  boosted  the  Gay 
Alliance’s  membership.  Proceeds  from 
the  symposium  have  been  put  toward 
the  funding  of  a  book  and  film  library 
which  is  being  established  jointly  by 
the  Gay  Alliance  and  the  campus  Sex 
Information  Referral  Service.  There 
are  also  plans  for  a  English  course  in 
Gay  Literature. 

Cranston  said  the  group  was 
“started  by  about  ten  people  as  an 
informal  rap.  It  got  more  radical  over 
the  summer  (1975).” 

The  first  activities  of  the  group  were 
social  in  nature  (i.e.  dances),  then  the 
group  moved  to  educational  projects. 
They  have  requisitioned  office  space 
and  a  phone  for  next  semester,  which 
Cranston  is  “almost  sure  we’ll  get.” 
She  said  there  was  little  harassment  of 
the  gay  community  at  RIC.  “People 
deface  our  signs.  We  hear  things  said 
about  us,  but  as  for  direct  confronta¬ 
tion  —  that  never  happens.” 


NEW  YORK  REVELATIONS 


By  Tony  Russo 

NEW  YORK  —  The  New  York 
Chapter  of  Mattachine  Society  is 
currently  having  elections  for  officers 
and  members  of  their  board  of 
directors.  A  slate  of  candidates  has 
been  submitted  by  the  nominating 
committee  to  the  membership  for 
approval.  Those  nominated  are: 

Peter  Ruffett  —  President 
Alan  Bowne  —  Vice  President 
Louise  Crawford  —  Corresponding 
Secretary 


PROVIDENCE,  RI  —  The  Ameri¬ 
can  Baptist  Church  of  Rhode  Island 
has  requested  that  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  (MCC)  affiliate 
status  be  revoked  by  the  Rhode  Island 
Council  of  Churches.  The  request, 
made  as  a  result  of  the  church’s 
conference  held  last  weekend  in 
Springfield,  MA,  grew  out  of  a 
year-long  study  by  the  Baptist 
Church’s  task  force  on  homosexuality. 
The  task  force  was  appointed  to  decide 
“whether  homosexuals  could  also  be 
Christians.” 

Eugene  W.  Motter,  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Baptist  Church,  said  that 
he  didn’t  know  what  action  the  Rhode 
Island  Council  of  Churches  will  take 


Paul  Stack  —  Recording  Secretary 
Stephan  Martin  —  Treasurer 
Board  of  Directors: 

Tom  Adamski 
Sharon  Brown 
Ethan  Geto 
John  Paul  Hudson 
Elaine  Lafferty 
Paul  Ramsier 

Mattachine  will  be  beginning  shortly 
its  “Spike-nite”  at  “The  Spike,” 
located  at  120  11  Ave.  in  Manhattan. 
The  disco-dancing  night  will  be  held 


on  the  request.  He  said  that  a  vote  will 
have  to  be  taken  before  the  MCC 
affiliate  status  could  be  revoked. 

MCC,  which  was  granted  affiliate 
membership  by  the  Council  in  1974,  is 
not  planning  any  action  until  the 
matter  is  definitely  decided  by  the 
council.  According  to  MCC  spokes¬ 
person,  Paul  Aoletti,  “The  next  meet¬ 
ing  is  a  year  away  and  they  have  to 
have  a  meeting  before  they  vote  on  it. 
There’s  really  no  need  at  this  point.” 

Rev.  Joseph  Guilbert,  pastor  of 
MCC  Providence,  said  he  “had  hoped 
the  matter  was  settled.  But,”  he  stated, 
“MCC  is  a  church  by  any  standard,  no 
matter  what  some  Baptist  delegates 
feel.” 


every  Tuesday  from  10  p.m.  to  4  a.m. 
beginning  May  1 1 .  Admission  will  be 
$1.  Admission,  plus  all  tips,  will  go  to 
Mattachine  to  help  the  group  overcome 
its  financial  difficulties. 

A  new  play  entitled  “Streamers”  has 
opened  up  in  New  York.  The  play,  by 
David  Rabe,  is  in  part  about  a 
homosexual  enlisted  in  the  military. 
His  stay  causes  problems  within  his 
rank.  His  army  “Friends”  try  to 
reform  him.  Unwilling  to  step  over 
their  heterosexual  boundary,  a  major 
confrontation  comes  about  between 
their  values  and  his  values.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  show  portrays  a  very  dismal 
view  of  the  life  of  a  homosexual.  The 
play,  directed  by  Mike  Nichols,  opened 
last  week  to  favorable  reviews  by  the 
non-gay  media.  If  successful,  the  play 
may  prove  to  be  another  “Boys  in  the 


(Continued  from  page  1) 

and  an  even  greater  victory  that  she 
was  able  and  willing  to  remain  in  jail 
for  the  duration  of  the  grand  jury  — 
without  testifying,  without  giving  in  to 
the  tremendous  pressure  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  She  gives  the  rest  of  us  the 
courage  to  face  our  own  lives  and  the 
repression  the  U.S.  Government  brings 
to  bear  on  political  activists,”  she  said. 

Jill  feels  that  while  it  is  possible  she 
could  still  be  re-subpoenaed  she  does 


Band”  dilemma.  Although  it  is  an 
interesting  play  for  an  enlightened 
audience,  it  can  be  a  potentially 
volatile  play  for  those  who  know  little 
about  homosexuality. 

The  West  Side  Discussion  Group 
had  an  interesting  panel  this  month 
entitled  “Rape  in  Prisons.”  The  panel, 
moderated  and  organized  by  David 
Rothenberg,  talked  about  rape  from 
the  view  of  the  victim  and  the 
victimizer.  The  view  of  the  panel, 
varying  from  “I  was  never  homosex¬ 
ual”  to  “I  was  homosexual,  but  am 
now  leaning  towards  heterosexuality,” 
provided  an  interesting  view  of  the 
feelings  the  rapist  or  raped  have  in  this 
kind  of  situation.  The  crowd  of  over  50 
seemed  to  have  lost  their  equilibrium 
by  the  end  of  the  discussion.  Their 
fantasies  were  apparently  upset. 


not  consider  it  likely.  She  cites  the 
degree  of  public  and  media  support  for 
her  release  as  reasons  why  the  govern¬ 
ment  would  probably  not  want  to  call 
her  before  another  grand  jury.  Both 
major  Kentucky  papers  ran  editorials 
supporting  her  release  and  stating 
strong  opposition  to  her  being  re¬ 
subpoenaed. 

Raymond  plans  to  come  to  Boston  in 
the  near  future  to  do  support  work  for 
Susan  Saxe. 


R.I.  Baptists  Ask  MCC  Ouster 

By  Annette  D.  Gagne 


Jill  Raymond  Released 
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INTRODUCTION 


A  Seafaring  Town 


Provincetown,  our  major  gay  resort 
in  these  parts,  is  small:  the  year-round 
population  hovers  around  4,000,  but  in 
season  up  to  100,000  tourists  a  day  jam 
the  narrow  streets.  P’town  in  season  is 
a  complicated,  complex  place,  catering 
to  a  bewildering  variety  of  life-styles: 
from  paunchy  Trentonians  who  gawk 
at  the  tired  fish  in  the  sad  little 
aquarium  and  devour  mountains  of 
pink  cotton  candy,  to  dotty  little  old 
ladies  with  white  earrings  who  buy 
those  fake  scrimshaw  tie-tacs,  sip  their 
chowder,  and  cluck  over  the  unwashed 
hippies. 

Gay  P’town  coexists  with,  and  inter¬ 
penetrates,  these  straight  scenes,  and 
the  local  businesses  are  well  aware  of 
their  dependence  on  gay  trade  (as  it 
were).  You  and  your  lover  probably 
won’t  be  turned  away,  or  otherwise 


hassled  wherever  you  may  roam,  but 
with  a  bit  of  foreknowledge,  you  can 
sidestep  the  families  from  Ohio  and 
find  a  gay  world  to  fit  your  fancy.  Gay 
P’town  is  itself  a  tangle  of  tastes  and 
attitudes:  from  the  determinedly  ele¬ 
gant  through  the  carefully  casual  *o  the 
orgiastically  communal.  Gay  P’town 
can  be  a  romantic  honeymoon,  a  cruisy 
social  jungle,  or  a  steamy  succession  of 
one-night  stands.  Or  any  stop  in 
between. 

(The  preceding  was  reprinted  from  the 
First  Edition  of  “A  Gay  Person’s 
Guide  to  New  England,”  1974.) 

*Not  all  the  advertisers  in  this  supple¬ 
ment  are  Gay  owned  or  operated. 
Refer  to  the  Gay  Person’s  Guide  to 
New  England  for  this  information,  as 
well  as  whether  or  not  a  business  is 
Women  or  Third  World  accepting. 


Because  of  its  isolation.  Province- 
town  has  always  depended  upon  the 
sea  for  its  livelihood.  At  one  time  there 
were  over  75  wharves  on  the  water¬ 
front,  the  rotting  piles  of  many  of  them 
can  be  seen  at  low  tide.  As  a  whaling 
center,  Provincetown  was  second  only 
to  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford:  her 
sturdy  boats  pursued  the  Greeland 
“white”  whale  beyond  the  Arctic 
circle:  still  others  sailed  around  the 
Horn  into  the  Pacific,  following  the 
migrations  of  the  mighty  sperm  whale. 
Whaling  was  dangerous  business.  One 
sweep  of  the  mighty  flukes  (tail  fins)  of 
a  sperm  whale  could  smash  a  small 
boat  to  smithereens,  and  many  a 
person  lost  an  arm  or  a  leg  or  his  or  her 
life  in  the  jaws  of  an  angry  whale. 
Captain  John  Atkins  of  Provincetown 


■ 


fell  out  of  a  boat  right  into  the  open 
mouth  of  a  large  sperm  whale.  He 
managed  to  crawl  out  before  the 
startled  leviathan  could  close  its  trap. 
For  the  rest  of  his  life  he  would 
modestly  admit  that  “Him  and  Jonah 
were  the  only  ones  that  ever  did  it.” 

Salting  down  the  catch  of  the  Grand 
Banks  fishermen  was  a  big  Province- 
town  industry.  The  salt  was  home¬ 
made;  windmills  pumped  the  sea  waste 
into  large  flat  vats  where  the  sun  would 
evaporate  the  water,  leaving  a  residue 
of  fine  white  salt. 

(The  preceding  article  was  reprinted 
from  the  Provincetown  Chamber  of 
Commerce’s  “Guide  to  Province- 
town,”  1975,  and  degenderized  by 
GCN.) 
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Provincetown  Fishermen 


Inside  Provincetown 


Provincetown  has  such  a  variety  of 
things  to  offer  the  community.  First, 
of  course,  there  are  the  ocean  .  .  .  and 
the  dunes.  For  they  are  Provincetown. 
There  is  a  beach  stretching  along  the 
harbor  the  entire  three  mile  length  of 
the  town. 

The  nearby  National  Seashore  pro¬ 
vides  two  lifeguarded  beaches,  both 
with  parking  and  bath  houses  (fee  $1 
per  day,  per  car):  Herring  Cove  Beach 
and  Race  Point  Beach. 

Then  there  are  the  unspoiled  dunes: 
comprising  more  than  two-thirds  of 
Provincetown  area.  Leaving  your  car 
at  the  Dune  Parking  Lot  of  the 
National  Seashore,  you  can  walk  miles 
across  empty  dunes  to  the  ocean.  Or 
you  can  take  an  hour-long  beach  buggy 
tour  from  the  town  through  the  heart 


of  the  dunes. 

Two  other  exciting  ways  to  see  the 
dunes  are  by  bike  or  horseback.  The 
National  Seashore  has  opened  about 
eight  miles  of  paved  bicycle  trails 
through  the  dunes.  You  can  also  hire  a 
horse  and  ride  with  a  group  along 
marked  bridle  trails  through  the  heart 
of  the  dunes  and  along  the  open  beach. 

Inside  the  town  itself  there  are  a 
variety  of  activities  and  you  don’t  need 
a  car  to  get  around.  You  can  shop, 
dine,  dance,  fish,  whale  watch,  visit 
historical  sites,  go  to  a  play,  gallery  or 
decide  to  play  golf  or  tennis.  There’s 
something  for  everyone  here. 

(Portions  of  the  preceding  article  were 
reprinted  from  the  Provincetown 
Chamber  of  Commerce’s  “Guide  to 
Provincetown,”  1976.) 


TRURO  PROVINCETOWN  WELLFLEET 

Roslyn  Garflield  Associates 

Realtors 

Sales  and  Rentals 

(617)-487-1308 

64  Commercial  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657 


THERE'S  ONLY ONE  PLACE  TO  STAY  IN  PROVINCETOWN  \ 

TH€CdP£R  ™ 

SWIMMING  POOL -(pool  boys) 

SUNNING,  SWIMMING,  PARTIES 

LUXURIOUS  APARTMENTS  AND  ROOMS 
1/3  DISCOUNT  IN  JUNE  (Until  June  26th) 

THE  CAPER  INN' 

14  MECHANIC  ST.  TEL  (617)  487-1777' 

.  PROVINCETOWN,  MA 02657 

v- - - - - / 
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Old  Fashioned 
Goodness 

Resembling  a  small  store  at  the  turn 
of  the  century,  The  Country  Store  let’s 
you  experience  a  small  part  of  the  past 
with  all  the  convenience  of  the  present. 
The  store  carries  everything  from 
pastry  to  hardware  and  penny  candy  to 
craft  supplies.  When  in  Provincetown, 
be  sure  to  stop  by  and  experience  some 
of  the  old-fashioned  goodness  of  The 
Country  Store. 

Would  You  Like 
To  Stay  Here 

Located  in  Provincetown’s  East 
End,  David  M.  Colburn,  Real  Estate, 
lists  many  varieties  of  sales  and  rentals, 
as  well  as  business  and  investment 
properties.  Also  available  are  seasonal 
and  year  round  rentals. 

If  you  like  visiting  Provincetown, 
perhaps  you  would  like  to  stay. 

Nostalgic  Clothing 

Deirdre’s  is  located  on  Commercial 
Street.  It  contains  a  wide  selection  of 
collectable  clothing  tailored  to  every¬ 
one’s  pocketbook.  Here  you  will  also 
find  beautiful  kimonos,  white  shoe¬ 
string  pants,  silk  scarves  and  elegant 
silk  shirts.  They  specialize  in  re¬ 
running  fashions.  Be  sure  to  stop  by 
their  other  store,  “Oomas,”  if  you’re 
in  the  Cambridge  area. 

Belts,  Buckles 
&  Brass 

There  are  at  least  half  a  dozen 
leather  shops  in  Provincetown,  but 
Natural  Leather,  at  259  Commercial 
St.  (directly  across  from  Adams  Phar¬ 
macy)  is  probably  the  most  famous.  Its 
original  line  of  brass  and  nickel- 
studded  belts  is  distributed  nationwide 
to  many  stores.  And  many  of  the 
unique  items  such  as  bronze  sculpture, 
jewelry,  and  buckles  by  Carl  Tasha  and 
silver  repouse’  jewelry  by  Chris  and 
Rodney  Winfield  are  considered  fine 
works  of  art.  If  you  are  looking  for  a 
leather  garment,  at  Natural  Leather 
you  will  find  custom  Coats,  jackets 
and  pants  in  anything  from  natural 
earth  tones  to  bright  metallics.  There  is 
also  a  complete  selection  of  buckles 
(both  cast  and  original),  belts,  hats, 


The  distinctive  and  the  unusual 
in  Leather 

315  A  COMMERCIAL  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN 


Ipenney  patch 

‘  ‘ Happiness  Is  Fudge  ’  ’ 


279  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


to  Gc§ hop 

handbags,  and  other  leather  ac¬ 
cessories.  In  spite  of  the  high  quality, 
prices  are  reasonable.  This  store  is 
open  seven  days  a  week,  year  round, 
and  definitely  deserves  a  visit. 

(The  preceding  article  was  reprinted 
from  the  Provincetown  Advocate  and 
updated  by  GCN.) 

Happiness  Is  Fudge 

The  Penney  Patch  is  a  quaint  little 
store  in  the  heart  of  Provincetown.  Its 
specialty  is  fudge,  and  it’s  all  home¬ 
made.  They  also  sell  cotton  candy, 
taffy,  and  penny  candy.  Their  motto  is 
“Happiness  Is  Fudge,”  and  once  you 
taste  it  you’ll  believe  it. 

Handcrafted  Goods 

The  Provincetown  Bay  Trading 
Company,  situated  on  Pepe’s  Wharf, 
is  an  excellent  place  to  buy  handcrafted 
leather  goods  for  usually  under  $10. 
Owned  and  operated  by  craftpersons 
who  know  their  products.  Bay  Trading 
is  a  good  place  to  buy  gifts  or  add  a 
little  somehting  to  that  vacation  ward¬ 
robe.  Their  inventory  includes  candles 
of  distinction  in  many  sizes,  shapes, 
and  colors;  belts,  bags  and  wallets. 
With  its  reasonable  prices,  this  is 
certainly  a  worthwhile  place  to  shop. 

Fresh  Natural 
Foods 

The  Red  House,  located  on  the 
corner  of  Bradford  and  Standish 
Streets,  is  noted  for  its  fine  fresh  fruits, 
produce  and  cheese.  The  locals  rave 
about  it;  I’m  sure  that  you  will  too. 

The  Finest  Gifts 
In  Town 

A  must  for  shoppers  is  “Remem¬ 
brances  of  Things  Past.”  They  have 
some  wonderful  gifts,  grand,  campy 
and  old-time  antiques. 

Inside  the  shop  you  will  also  find  the 
“Campbell  Stained  Glass  Studio,” 
which  has  a  marvelous  assortment  of 
old  windows,  lampshades,  window 
hangings,  etc.  The  artisans  also  can 
repair  your  fixtures  or  even  do  some 
custome  work  for  you. 

If  you’re  a  historical  buff,  you’ll 
find  that  the  shop  is  in  the  original 
John  Cook  house  (the  last  whaling 


For  turthar  Information  call  or  writo: 

Lon  Paolatti  (617)487-1319 
5  Standish  St  .  Oapt  G.  Provlncatown.  MA  oleS7 
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Captain  of  Provincetown).  His  wife 
Viola  was  written  about  in  Eugene 
O’Neil’s  play,  “lie.” 

Located  at  376  Commercial  St.,  it  is 
within  walking  distance  of  the  center  of 
town. 

The  Good  Life 

Roslyn  Garfield  Associates  is  the 
longest  established  real  estate  business 
at  the  Cape  tip.  They  probably  have 
the  biggest  and  most  select  listings  of 
commercial  and  residential  property  in 
the  area.  Roslyn,  or  her  partner, 
Phyllis  Temple,  are  a  t  their  offices 
seven  days  a  week.  If  you’re  consider¬ 
ing  a  guest  house,  or  a  private  home  or 
land  to  build  on,  they  can  give  you  the 
best  advice  or  choice.  Their  office  is 
presently  in  the  west  end  of  town,  but 
they  are  in  the  process  of  moving  to  the 
center  of  Provincetown  and  may 
already  be  there  when  you  read  this. 
Better  check;  their  phone  number 
remains  the  same. 

cWtiere 
to  cDiqe 

Down  Home  Food 

Established  since  1973,  Angie’s 
Pizza  has  provided  the  Provincetown 
area  with  home  baked  goods.  Their 
vegetarian  sandwiches  were  invented 
by  their  own  people.  All  their  pizzas 
are  hand  spun  and  they  use  nothing  but 
the  finest,  freshest  produce. 

Their  hours  are  from  12  p.m.  to 
2  a.m.,  seven  days  a  week.  For  speedy, 
excellent  service  and  wholesome  food, 
by  all  means  stop  by. 


The  Most  Popular 
Cafe 


The  Post  Office  Cafe’s  new  room, 
the  Stage  Door,  proudly  presents 
Arthur  Blake,  internationally  known 
impressionist  and  the  toastmaster  of 
high  camp,  in  an  all  new,  sensational 
revue  cocktail  time,  starting  Memorial 
Day  weekend. 


Back  by  popular  demand  is  song 
stylist  Linda  Gerard,  who  is  one  of  the 


We  make  our  own 
Leather  Goods, 

Candles  and  Paintings 
at 

PEPE’S  WHARF 
371  COMMERCIAL  ST., 
PROVINCETOWN,  MA 

“  t  - 


most  popular  performers  in  New 
York’s  cabaret  circuit.  Ms.  Gerard  will 
highlight  the  two  evening  shows  at  9:00 
and  11:00. 

This  newly  decorated  room  over- 
, looking  Provincetown’s  harbor  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  in  town. 

The  Post  Office  Cafe,  located  in  the 
center  of  town,  is  a  charming,  yet 
casual,  dining  spot  featuring  a  cham¬ 
pagne  breakfast  which  has  become  a 
favorite  with  the  local  “in”  group. 

Overstuffed  sandwiches  such  as  the 
Widow’s  Block,  Little  Dicky’s  Tricky, 
and  Miss  Reardon’s  Ruination,  along 
with  queen-sized  freshly  ground 
burgers,  are  always  a  delight. 

After  cocktail  showtime,  you  are 
invited  to  their  Post  Office  Lobster 
Bake.  One  would  not  expect  such 
moderate  prices  for  such  excellent  food 
and  generous  drinks. 


Drinking  &  Dining 
Pleasure 


Bon  Appetite 

Specializing  in  French  cuisine,  S’il 
Vous  Plait  is  Provincetown’s  only 
authentic  French  restaurant.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  selection  of  fine  dishes  as  well  as 
distinctive  French  atmosphere  make 
S’il  Vous  Plait  the  perfect  plaace  to 
take  that  special  friend. 


The  Town  House  is  one  of  the  few 
drinking  and  dining  establishments 
open  year  round  in  Provincetown.  It’s 
five  lounges  provide  a  meeting  place 
for  all.  Here  you  can  enjoy  anything 
form  disco  to  sing-along. 

Definitely  check  out  the  “Brothers” 
bar  (if  you’re  a  gay  male)  or  the 
“Sisters”  bar  (if  you’re  a  Lesbian). 

For  fine  food  and  an  atmosphere 
suited  to  your  desires,  try  the  Town 
House. 


°INN 
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•  •  •  away  from  the  clank  of  the  world 
ph.(617)  487-0094 

7  Wintkrop  St.  Provincetown ,  Mass.  02657 


S’lL  VOUS  PLAIT 

Provincetown 's  Only  Authentic 
French  Restaurant 


OPEN  FRI.,  SAT.  &  SUN. 
SERVING  DINNER  FROM  6-10 


for  reservations  call  487-1935  186  Commercial  Street 
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&rovincefown 

1.  David  M.  Colburn,  Real  Estate 

2.  Trade  Winds  Inn 

3.  Natural  Leather 

4.  Victoria  House 

5.  Watership  Inn 

6.  Remembrances  of  Things  Past 

7.  Post  Office  Restaurant 

8.  Zareh  Leather 

9.  Penney  Patch 

10.  Town  House 

11.  Caper  Inn 

12.  Angie’s 

13.  Red  House 

14.  Fredrik’s 

' - - 

Like  it  here, 

would  you  like  to  stay? 

David  M.  Colburn 

REAL  ESTATE 

CONTRACTORS 
617-487-0099 

401  COMMERCIAL  ST 
PROVINCETOWN.  MASS  02697 

^  _  _  _ 4 

&ua6l<Mc*  GUESTS 

Authentic  Victorian  Home 
Comfortable  Rooms — Studio  Apt. 

Central  Location- Across  from 

Bay  Beach 

Continental  Breakfast 

166  Commercial  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
RESERVATIONS  —  (61 7)-487-0859 

Special  rates  to  GCN  readers  now  thru  June  25 


15.  The  Little  Store 

16.  As  You  Like  It 

17.  Provincetown  Bookshop 

18.  Deirdre’s 

19.  Owl’s  Nest 

20.  S’il  Vous  Plait 

21.  Fisherman’s  Cove 

22.  Garfield  Associates 

23.  Casablanca 

24.  P’town  Bay  Trading 

25.  Lands  Inn 

26.  White  Wind  Inn 

27.  Country  Store 

28.  Carls  Guest  House 


Deidre’s 


Nostalgic 

Fashions 


•  Laces 

•  Cottons 

373  COMMERCIAL  ST.  PROVINCETOWN 


cWhetb  to  tay ' 


Nothing  Finer 
in  P’town 

There  are  a  lot  of  reasons  for  the 
Caper  Inn  being  the  only  100%  full 
hotel  in  Provincetown:  their  location  is 
great,  just  outside  the  noise  of  mid¬ 
town,  but  easy  walking  to  everything. 
These  cleverly-designed,  extravagantly- 
equipped  love  nests  are  usually  booked 
solid  in  season,  but  you  might  try  them 
anyway,  especially  in  May  and  June 
(1/3  off  regular  rates  in  these  months). 

Dishwashers  in  the  kitchen,  stereos 
in  the  parlors,  mirrored  walls  in  the 
bedrooms,  sunken  tubs  ...  all  quite 
sinfully  self-indulgent.  They  have  a 
great  swimming  pool  area.  It’s  the  only 
one  in  town  that’s  not  “mixed”  and  it 
brings  so  many  such  wonderful  guests 
together.  Another  important  fact  is 
that  they  have  their  own  parking  lot,  a 
rarity  in  town. 

Their  prices  are  modest  for  such 
luxury. 

Down  To  Earth 
Comfort 

A  down-to-earth  host  and  unpreten¬ 
tious  surroundings  make  any  stay  at 
Carl’s  Guest  House  enjoyable.  Rooms 
are  private,  clean,  and  quiet.  Carl 
serves  complimentary  coffee  along 
with  mixers  at  a  very  reasonable  price. 
Ideally  located  on  Bradford  Street, 
Carl’s  is  only  a  block  or  so  away  from 
the  excitement  of  Commercial  Street. 


Hospitality  Plus 

Located  across  from  the  beach  and 
picturesque  Provincetown  Bay,  The 
Casablanca  is  a  home-like,  comfy, 
old-New  England  guest  house  with 
brass  chandeliers  and  wide  windows. 
Manager  Alan  Wagg  is  hospitable  and 
friendly,  making  all  who  stay  at  The 
Casablanca  feel  at  home.  Season  rates 
are  $14  single,  $20  double,  and  $5  per 
extra  person.  Off  season  rates  are  $11 
single  ,  $16  double,  and  $4  per  extra 
person.  All  rooms  include  nearby 
baths,  daily  maid  service,  and  com¬ 
plimentary  morning  coffee.  Studio 
apartments  that  sleep  two  can  be 
rented  at  $190  per  week  or  nightly  at 


natural 

leather 

259  Commercial  St.,  P’town 


487-0935 

Hours:  10  a.m.  to  1 1  p.tn. 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 


$30  (minimum  stay  3  nights).  These 
apartments  are  complete  with  cooking 
facilities,  private  bath  and  maid 
service. 

Apartments 
By  The  Sea 

The  Fisherman’s  Cove  is  a  small 
complex  located  in  the  west  end  of 
town.  A  beautiful  stretch  of  beach 
enables  guests  to  swim  and  sun 
themselves  right  outside  of  their 
rooms.  Overlooking  Provincetown’s 
harbor  is  a  large  deck  for  use  by  all 
tenants.  Apartments  consist  of  one  or 
two  bedrooms  with  double  beds, 
combination  kitchen  and  living  area, 
and  bath  with  shower.  Private  rooms 
with  semi-private  baths  are  also  avail¬ 
able.  Ideally  located,  it’s  about  a  five 
minute  walk  from  the  central  business 
district  of  town.  Connecting  is  The 
Cottage  Restaurant  and  Lounge,  which 
is  very  popular  for  its  informal  meals. 
Also,  there  is  the  Cove  Shoppe,  with 
groceries,  newspapers,  and  variety. 

Pleasant  Yard 
for  Lounging 

Located  at  156  Bradford  St.,  Fred¬ 
rik’s  Guest  House  is  one  block  from 
the  waterfront  and  close  to  all  recrea¬ 
tional  activities  with  ample  parking. 

It  has  bright  and  charming  rooms 
and  is  in  one  of  Provincetown’s  oldest 
and  most  gracious  guest  houses.  All  the 
rooms  have  private  baths,  and  cost 
between  $28-$30  per  day. 

Included  in  the  rate  is  a  continental 
breakfast,  a  cocktail  hour  on  the  porch 
and  a  pleasant  yard  for  lounging. 

Location 

Splendid 

This  old  captain’s  house  commands 
a  high  view  of  the  town.  The  stylish 
common  rooms  are  a  jungle  of  plants, 
artful  clutter  of  Art  Nouveau  antiques 
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and  stained  glass.  The  tower  is  an 
octagonal  room  at  the  top  of  the 
house.  It  has  windows  facing  in  six 
directions.  Friendships  develop  over 
the  breakfast  table  and  in  front  of  the 
fireplace.  Land’s  End  Inn’s  guests  feel 
special  in  this  special  place.  Shared- 
bath,  singles  and  small  doubles  to 
complete  apartments. 


Charm,  Charm, 
Charm 

Within  the  West  End  Guest  House 
area  at  158  Commercial  ST.,  the  Owl’s 
Nest,  a  handsome  old  four-square  red 
Ship  Captain’s  House  has  been  re¬ 
stored  to  a  year  round  traditional  New 
England  Inn.  Across  from  the  Boatslip 
Beach,  all  rooms  and  apartments  have 
large  private  baths  and  charm,  charm, 
charm.  All  rates  for  two  in  either 
double  bed  or  queen  size  aqua  floata¬ 
tion  bed.  Rooms  and  apartments  range 
between  $28  and  $60  a  night  in  season. 
Off  season  rates  available  on  request. 
Home  of  the  “Provincetown  isn’t  for 
lovers”  tee  shirt. 


Delightful 

The  White  Wind  Inn,  a  high,  white 
mansard-roofed  Victorian  guest  house 
is  situated  right  across  from  the  beach. 
It’s  only  a  quick  skip  to  the  Boatslip’s 
deck.  Open  all  year  round  and  close  to 
downtown,  many  guests  find  it  an  ideal 
location.  Continental  breakfast,  free 
parking,  private  baths  and  television 
make  The  White  Wind  Inn  a  delightful 
place  to  stay  when  in  Provincetown. 


A  Touch  of  Class 

The  Victoria  House,  so  named  for  its 
whimsical  turn-of-the-century  exterior 
decorations,  is  a  bright,  fresh  guest 
house  located  in  the  very  heart  of 
Provincetown.  It  is  situated  on  a  major 
side  street,  seconds  from  restaurants, 
shops,  bars,  and  local  town  beach.  The 
New  York-Boston  bus  stops  one  block 


For  your  drinking 
and  dining  pleasure 

TOWN  HOUSE 

Open  Year  Round 

291  COMMERCIAL  ST., 
PROVINCETOWN 
487-0292 


Away  from  the  Clank  of  the  World 


away.  The  Provincetown-Boston  ferry 
docks  at  MacMillan  Wharf,  at  the  foot 
of  Standish  Street.  Two  large  public 
parking  lots  are  just  a  block  away. 
Reservations  are  necessary  on  all 
holiday  weekends  and  are  highly 
advisable  throughout  most  of  the 
season. 


This  year,  why  not  make  your 
vacation  in  Provincetown  something 
special?  Treat  yourself  to  the  comfort 
and  hospitality  of  the  all-new  Water- 
ship  Inn.  The  Inn  is  more  than  just 
another  hotel;  it  is  your  home  in 
Provincetown,  your  beginning  to  an 
exciting  and  memorable  vacation. 

Situated  at  7  Winthrop  Street,  the 
Watership  Inn’s  location  provides  its 
guests  with  the  luxury  of  privacy  as 
well  as  the  convenience  of  being  a  short 
walk  from  the  town  center.  The  Inn  is 


only  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
water’s  edge,  and  a  half  block  from 
Provincetown’s  main  street. 

The  Watership  Inn  combines  the 
seafaring  charm  of  yesteryear  with  the 
modern  conveniences  of  today.  Their 
winter  renovation  has  transformed  this 
nineteenth  century  house  into  a  sta¬ 
tionary  watership.  From  A  Deck  to  C 
Deck,  from  Quarter  Deck  to  Fo’c’sle, 
the  Inn  has  been  appointed  with  your 
comfort  and  enjoyment  in  mind. 
Spacious  and  bright  rooms,  full  of  salt 


I  >£  L IC.M7  L  R'VjYSK  AfV.i-ITY.ENTS 
Bu\!7.  PROVIDE  7(A\N 

phoj-f  .in?  !-,:>•  ‘"-pp.  all  year 


156  Bradford  St. 
Provincetown 
Tel.  (617)  487-0722 


Campbell 

Stained  Glass  Studio 


old  windows 

lampshades 

window  hangings 

Repair  and  Custom  Work 

376  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown 


Remembrances 

Of 

Things  Past 


gifts  &  antiques 

with 


THE  COTTAGE 

RESTAURANT  -  COCKTAIL  LOUNGE 

BREAKFAST  LUNCH  DINNER 

FISHERMAN'S  COVE^ 

ROOMS  &  APARTMENTS 

COVE  SHOPPE 

OPEN  YEAR  ’ROUND 


DICK  FELTON 
145  -  149  Commercial  Street 
Post  Office  Box  485 
Provincetown,  Massachusetts  02657 
(617)  487-1997 
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air  and  sunshine  await  your  arrival. 
Most  rooms  feature  private  and  semi¬ 
private  baths. 

Every  guest  at  the  Inn  is  welcome  to 
a  complimentary  continental  breakfast 
each  morning.  Breakfast  is  served  in 
the  main  lounge  or  delivered  to  your 
private  room  for  “Breakfast  in  Bed.” 
Also  included  in  your  room  rate  is 
daily  maid  service,  wake-up  service, 
full  tourist  information  service,  and 
transport  from  airport,  bus  station,  or 
wharf. 

Fun  in  the  Sun 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  spend 
your  leisure  vacation  time  at  one  of 
Provincetown’s  most  gracious  inns. 
The  Trade  Winds  Inn  consists  of  16 
rooms,  most  with  private  bath  and  TV, 
and  a  romantic  little  cottage.  There  is 
plenty  of  free  parking  and  a  beautiful 
private  patio  for  your  outdoor  pleas¬ 
ures. 

Richard  P.  White  (formerly  of 
White  Wind  in  Provincetown)  and 
Kevin  D.  Monahan  welome  you  to  the 
first  of  many  fun-in-the-sun  times. 
Complimentary  continental  breakfasts 
are  served  daily  for  your  pleasure, 
either  in  the  sitting  room  or  the  sun¬ 
drenched  patio.  Also  for  your  pleas¬ 
ure,  a  late-afternoon  cocktail  hour  is 
offered  (BYOB). 

Arrangements  can  be  made  through 
the  Inn  for  schooner  sailing,  speed¬ 
boat  rides,  dune  rides,  charter-boat 
fishing,  bicycling  and  horseback  rid¬ 
ing.  Since  Trade  Winds  is  close  to  the 
center  of  town,  guests  find  it  conven¬ 
ient  to  walk  to  nearly  all  places  of 
activity  and  interest.  The  atmosphere  is 
warm,  easy,  free  and  clean.  Room 
rates  range  from  $14  to  $22,  some  with 
private  bath. 


I  - -  " 

A  Gay  Person's 

Guide  To 


“It’s  the  best.”  i 


i 

— Michael’s 
Thing 


I  hr  1M76  edition,  “A  Gay  Person’s  Guide 
lo  New  Kngland.”  Available  al  S3. 75 
from  liner  bookstores,  gay  bars,  baths 
and  organizations  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  World.  By  mail,  $4.00 
postpaid  from  GPG,  Dept.  1)3,  22 
Brumfield  Street.  Boston,  MA  02108. 
topic*  sent  in  plain  brown  envelope. 
Make  cheque  payable  to  "GCN." 


In  Provincetown,  the 

GAY  PERSON’S 
,,  GUIDE 

sold  at: 

As  You  Like  It 
261  Commercial  St. 

The  Little  Store 
227  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown  Bookshop 
246  Commercial  St. 


e 


Common  Anchor. 
a,  shank;  b,  b,  arms;  c.  crown; 
< l ,  d,  flukes  ;  e,  r,  stock. 


Gay  Person’s  Guide 


If  you  would  like  to  know  more 
about  gay  travel  in  New  England,  be 
sure  to  pick  up  A  Gay  Person’s  Guide 
to  New  England.  It  is  chock  full  of 
useful  information.  “It  is  fresh,  pre¬ 
dominantly  light-hearted  and  positive 
toward  the  exploration  of  what  one 


encounters  in  New  England  society  as  a 
gay  person.  The  inclusion  of  extra 
non-business  information  and  con¬ 
sciousness  raising  articles  make  the 
Guide  far  in  advance  of  any  other  gay 
guide.”  (Demian,  2/7/76,  GCN) 


it 


THE  COUNTRY  STORE 

pastries-hardware-crafts 

487-1198 

1 39  Commercial  Street  Provincetown,  MA 


RED  HOUSE,  INC. 

Fresh  Fruit-Produce-Cheese 
7  Standish  St. 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 


pizza  •  sandwiches 
baked  goods 


333  Commercial  St. 
Provincetown 
x= 


OWLS  NEST 

SPRING  SPECIAL 


3  DAYS,  2  NIGHTS 


$37.50  1ICE  FOR  2) 


OSCAR  WILDE  MEMORIAL  DORM  SPECIAL 

3  DAYS,  2  NIGHTS,  $6  PER  PERSON 


HEATED  WATERBEDS  —  HEATED  ROOMS  —  PRIVATE  BATHS 

158  COMMERCIAL  ST.,  PROVINCETOWN,  MA.  ^*(617)  487-963311 
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Sex:  Catholic  and  catholic< 


Binding  with  Briars:  Sex  and  Sin  in  the 

Catholic  Church,  Richard  Ginder, 

Prentice-Hall,  1975.  251  pp.,  $8.95. 

By  Philip  Gambone 

Richard  Ginder’s  Binding  with 
Briars  is  a  direct  challenge  to  the 
Roman 'Catholic  Church  to  “lower  the 
price  tag  on  sex.”  The  book  appears  at 
a  time  when  the  controversy  raised  by 
the  Vatican  encyclical  Humanae  Vitae 
has  intensified.  Catholics  are  dropping 
out  by  the  thousands  because  the 
Church  refuses  to  understand  sex 
except  within  the  context  of  marriage, 
and  then  only  when  the  couple  intend 
procreation.  In  the  face  of  this 
doctrine,  Ginder’s  message  is  simple: 
“Sex  is  good!”  His  advice  to  his 
readers  is  “Be  a  sexual  liberal.”  He 
contends  that  the  Pope  has  people  “by 
the  crotch.”  In  the  course  of  helping 
his  fellow  Catholics  wrestle  away  from 
that  uncomfortable  grip,  Ginder 
blesses,  among  other  sexual  practices, 
birth  control,  masturbation,  pre¬ 
marital  sex  and  homosexuality,  all  in 
clear  defiance  of  Rome. 

It  will  surprise  many  to  learn  that  the 
author  of  such  an  unequivocal  stand 
against  official  Catholic  teaching  is 
himself  a  Catholic  priest  whose  previ¬ 
ous  claim  to  fame  was  a  thirty-year 
career  as  a  conservative  apologist  and 
pamphleteer  in  the  Church.  In  fact, 
during  the  fifties,  Ginder  was  criticized 
by  liberal  Catholics  for  his  defense  of 
the  McCarthy  investigations.  Years 
ago  he  remarked  that  on  his  tombstone 
he  wanted  inscribed  “He  plowed  a 
straight  furrow.” 

Self-prophecies  have  a  way  of  falling 
flat  with  the  passage  of  time.  In 
Ginder’s  case  there  is  a  two-fold  ironic 
denouement  to  that  epitaph:  (1)  the 
Church  establishment,  which  he  so 
unswervingly  defended  all  those  years, 
has  condemned  him  for  his  liberal 
sexual  theology,  and  (2)  the  sixty-two 
year  old  priest  is  gay.  Ginder  is  no 
longer  plowing  the  “straight  furrow,” 
and  he  is  letting  everyone  know  it. 

A  month  after  it  was  published, 
Briars  was  banned  from  the  campus 
bookstore  at  Duquesne  University, 
Ginder’s  alma  mater.  In  a  statement 
recently  prepared  for  GCN,  Ginder 
said,  “I  am  told  that  across  the 
country,  hot-eyed  Catholics  are  going 
into  the  stores  and  urging  the  mer¬ 
chants  to  return  Briars',  or  if  they  must 
sell  it,  to  keep  it  stuck  under  the 
counter.” 

At  first  the  Catholic  hierarchy  tried 
to  ignore  the  book.  “There  was  an 
ominous  silence  from  theologians  who 
had  promised  blurbs  for  promotion.” 
Finally,  in  an  1800- word  article.  The 
National  Catholic  Register  denounced 
Ginder  as  psychotic.  “We  never  attack 
objectionable  doctrine,”  says  Ginder, 
“instead  we  attack  the  teacher.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  the  Pittsburgh  Chancery 
passed  over  Binding  with  Briars  in 
silence  to  reach  back  over  ten  years  and 


rehearse  a  list  of  my  previous  failings. 
My  bishop  issued  a  statement  that  I 
had  committed  a  big  sin  seven  years 
ago.  (I  also  wear  glasses  and  have  a 
hernia.)  It  was  implied  that  these  stale 
old  sins  of  mine  somehow  invalidated 
my  syllogisms  and  corrupted  the 
findings  of  present-day  psychiatry.” 

The  book  was  written  at  Via  Coeli,  a 
retirement  monastery  in  New  Mexico 
where  Ginder  was  sent  to  do  “five 
years  of  penance”  after  being  put  on 
probation  in  1969  on  morals  charges. 
While  there  he  was  asked  to  burn  his 
manuscript.  “The  superior  gave  me  a 
choice  between  publishing  and  being 
dismissed,  or  burning  the  MS  and 
staying  on,  with  my  ten-room  house,  a 
private  chapel,  Great  Dane,  old  beat- 
up  Cadillac,  and  the  mountains.  So  I 
left.” 

Briars  was  finally  published  last 
September.  By  December  Ginder  had 
taken  to  airing  his  ideas  on  radio  and 
television.  Ater  a  radio  talk  in  New 
York,  he  was  phoned  by  one  prelate 
who  told  him  (over  the  air),  “Father, 
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you  must  never  admit  that  you  are  a 
homosexual.  Here  in  New  York,  at 
least,  the  very  term  invites  contempt.” 

The  final  blow  came  when  Ginder’s 
bishop,  Vincent  M.  Leonard,  watched 
a  TV  talk  show  in  which  Ginder 
advocated  radical  reforms  in  the 
Church’s  teaching  concerning  sex.  On 
that  program  Ginder  estimated  that 
one  out  of  every  three  priests  is 
homosexual,  and  acknowledged  his 
own  homosexuality.  The  next  day, 
Jan.  21,  1976,  he  received  a  letter  from 
Bishop  Leonard  who  stated  that  he  was 
withdrawing  Ginder  from  the  faculties 
of  the  diocese. 

Ginder  says  that  the  letter  was  not  a 
suspension,  but  a  “first  canonical 
warning.”  The  bishop  “lifted  my 
faculties  to  preach  and  hear  con¬ 
fessions,  but  made  arrangements  for 
me  to.  continue  saying  Mass  and  still 
sends  a  modest  monthly  check  from 
the  chancery.”  Ginder  is  now  living 
privately,  and  somewhat  incognito,  in 
Pittsburgh. 

Richard  Ginder  is  certainly  not  the 
first  or  only  Catholic  (gay  or  straight) 
who  has  written  on  the  liberation  of 
sexuality.  But  he  is  surely  the  most 
colorful  and  the  most  vocal,  especially 
when  it  comes  to  what  he  calls  “kinky 
sex.”  He  writes,  “Our  sexual  needs 
and  preferences  form  a  pattern  that, 
like  ears  and  fingerprints,  is  unique.” 
In  Briars  he  defends  S&M,  incest, 
fetishes,  voyeurism  (when  mutually 
agreed  upon),  and  transvestism.  His 


motto,  borrowed  from  St.  Augustine, 
is  “Love  God  and  do  as  you  please.” 

Some  of  the  stories  he  uses  to 
illustrate  this  point  are  told  with  that 
twinkle-in-the-eye  delight  character¬ 
istic  of  anyone  who  enjoys  getting 
away  with  a  bit  of  gossip  now  and 
then.  Thus,  for  example,  his  recollec¬ 
tion  of  the  seven  teenage  children  in  a 
“fervently  Catholic”  family  who 
staged  a  weekly  Saturday  morning  orgy 
while  mother  was  away  shopping. 
“This  was  after  the  oldest  boy  had 
returned  from  CCC  camp  with  an 
encyclopedic  knowledge  of  sexuality  — 
straight,  gay,  and  every  other  way  — 
which  he  proceeded  to  demonstrate 
with  and  for  his  younger  siblings.” 
Ginder  has  hundreds  of  such  tales  to 
tell.  His  memoirs,  now  with  an  agent, 
are  going  to  read  like  a  “Who’s  Done 
Whom?”  of  the  Catholic  clergy.  “As 
editor  of  The  Priest  for  twenty-fi\e 
years  I  was  practically  father-confessor 
to  all  the  American  RC  clergy.  I  knew 
all  their  beefs  and  gossip.” 

After  the  anecdoctal  interest,  the 
book’s  theological  dimension  is  trou¬ 
blesome.  Ginder’s  arguments  are  often 
based  on  common  sense  rather  than 
theological  principles.  This  is  all  well 
and  good.  Common  sense  is  the  basis 
of  much  good  theology  today.  Why 
then  Ginder’s  penchant  for  trying  to 
slip  through  outlandish  (bordering  on 
sophistical)  loopholes  in  order  to 
justify  his  common-sense  conclusions? 
Perhaps  this  is  because  he  shares  the 
tendency  in  much  Roman  Catholic 
theology  to  be  preoccupied  with 
objective  sin;  that  is,  sins  which  are 
sins  under  any  circumstance.  In  order 
to  justify  gay  sex,  Ginder  must  get 
around  the  traditional  Catholic  posi¬ 
tion  that  homosexual  relations  are 
objectively  sinful. 

His  method  is  ingenious.  He  tries  to 
find  a  biblical  analogy  to  assure  gay 
people  that  God  makes  exceptions  to 
His  heterosexual  norm:  “Just  as  Cain 
and  Abel  had  to  use  their  mother  and 
sisters  for  sex,  so  the  gays  must  also  use 
their  own  kind.  May  not  they  be 
equally  confident  of  a  divine  dispensa¬ 
tion?” 

Surely  this  kind  of  argumentation  is 
putting  the  cart  before  the  horse!  A 
theology  of  homosexuality  cannot  look 
for  its  critical  principle  in  a  heavenly 
exemption.  Rather,  a  theology  of 
homosexuality  must  find  its  principle 
in  that  which  holds  true  for  the 
liberation  of  all  sexuality. 

Many  other  theologians,  Catholic 
and  Protestant,  have  suggested  various 
principles  upon  which  to  found  a 
theology  of  sexuality.  D.S.  Bailey  has 
relied  on  demythologizing  the  Bible, 
showing  that  the  sin  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  was  not  homosexuality  but 
inhospitality.  England’s  Norman  Pit- 
tenger  has  eloquently  written  on  a 
theology  of  sexuality  using  the  model 
of  God  as  Cosmic  Lover.  His  works 
are  notaby  supportive  of  gay  people. 
Here  in  Boston  we  have  at  least  three 
(Continued  on  page  14) 


WI 

SI1K 

rm  sod^T 


OF 


Laboratory 


Premises 


882  Walnut  St.  (4  corners) 
Newton  Center 
965-2770 


Carry 

Neo-Style 


Sip  From  A  Gay  New  Cup 


tv*  rRnl£ 


&  OLE 
CHAMPAGNE  LOUNGE 


Boston ’s  Most  Intimate  Disco 


Bor  Tenders 
JOANNE  BUDDY 
Waitress,  i  TERRY 


Open  12  Noon  ’til  2  a.  m. 

227  Tremont  St.f  Boston 


Go-Go  Boys 
7  Nights 
A  Week 


338-8583 


GCN,  May  15,  1976  •  Kage  13 


books 


The  Mungo  Trilogy 


Between  Two  Moons,  a  screenplay  by 
Raymond  Mungo.  Boston:  Beacon, 
1972.  $7.50  hardcover,  224  pp. 

Tropical  Detective  Story,  by  Raymond 
Mungo.  New  York:  Dutton,  1972. 
$4.95  hardcover,  185  pp. 

A  Review  by  John  Kyper 
The  Ray  Mungo  myth  has  long 
obscured  the  real  man  behind  the 
changing  facade.  First,  in  1966  as 
editor  of  the  Boston  University  News, 
he  scandalized  New  England  by  de¬ 
manding  Lyndon  Johnson’s  impeach¬ 
ment.  A  year  later  he  co-founded 
Liberation  News  Service,  which  even¬ 
tually  split  into  two  irreconcilable  fac¬ 
tions.  Whereupon  he  retired  —  at 
twenty-two  —  to  a  Vermont  farm  to 
become  a  successful  writer. 

Famous  Long  Ago,  Mungo’s  first 
book,  is  an  account  of  his  year  with 
LNS,  culminating  in  the  battle  between 
the  Virtuous  Caucus  (himself  and  his 
allies)  and  the  Vulgar  Marxists  (who 
won  control  of  the  News  Service).  His 
picaresque  adventures  make  for  fas¬ 
cinating  reading,  but  throughout  ac¬ 
curacy  has  been  sacrificed  for  the  en¬ 
hancement  of  the  plot.  One  suspects 
that  the  book  could  better  have  been 
written  as  a  novel. 

Its  sequel  Total  Loss  Farm,  subtitled 
“A  Year  in  the  Life,”  celebrates  his 
birth  into  the  New  Age.  Yet  most  of 
the  book  is  prologue:  an  autumn  expe¬ 
dition  through  the  post-industrial  deso¬ 
lation  of  the  Merrimac,  the  suicide  of 
his  close  friend  and  associate  Marshall 
Bloom,  an  impromptu  journey  to  the 
West  Coast.  Repeatedly  we  witness 
Mungo’s  apocalyptic  vision  of  the 
destruction  of  the  old,  but  he  seems 
barely  affected,  save  to  be  drawn  back 
to  the  sanctuary  of  his  farm. 

With  spring  comes  the  I-death,  the 
rebirth  and  liberation  from  the  past 
that  the  farm  promises.  Indeed,  in  the 
closing  chapters  the  farm  is  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  reality,  and  the  affairs  of  the 
outside  world  are  illusion.  His  writing 
takes  on  a  new  grace,  almost  mystical. 
Members  of  the  community  whom  I 
have  met  exhibit  comparable  passion 
toward  the  farm. 

Formerly,  much  of  Ray  Mungo’s 
appeal  lay  in  his  ability  to  anticipate 
the  directions  that  the  youth  revolt 
would  take.  Perhaps  he  was  a  prophet 
of  the  avant  garde;  more  likely  he  was 
a  canny  self-promoter  with  a  touch  of 
wisdom.  And  now  that  he  has  re¬ 
nounced  his  accustomed  role,  is  he  free 
to  Find  himself? 

His  two  most  recent  books  give  little 
clue,  suggesting  only  that  he  is  still 
searching.  Between  Two  Moons  and 
Tropical  Detective  Story  were  written 
in  conjunction  and  might  best  be  read 


together.  Both  are  nominally  fictional, 
though  much  has  merely  been  trans¬ 
posed  from  real  life,  and  characters 
prominent  in  his  earlier  works  can  be 
readily  recognized.  Presumably  by 
changing  their  names  and  by  placing 
them  in  the  realm  of  fiction  he  would 
have  more  liberty  to  play  around  with 
them  as  objects  of  his  fantasy. 

Between  Two  Moons  at  first  sustains 
the  mood  of  Total  Loss  Farm.  Abra¬ 
ham  (Mungo)  and  Fox  (Bloom)  both 
leave  the  city  to  begin  life  anew  at 
Spirit  Lake  (called  by  its  inhabitants 
‘‘the  Whole  World”).  Each  discovers 
upon  his  arrival  that  he  is  stepping  into 
a  milieu  of  timelessness;  the  farm  is,  it 
has  always  been.  Abraham  fits  easily 
into  the  community,  but  Fox  remains 
an  alien  unable  to  relate  to  the  others. 
The  city  has  done  its  damage,  and  he  is 
incapable  of  either  the  playfulness  or 
the  intimacy  required  by  farm  life. 

This  screenplay  was  evidently  writ¬ 
ten  by  several  people  besides  himself. 
As  the  narrative  progresses  it  becomes 
increasingly  strained  and  disjointed, 
losing  all  coherence.  Thus  the  blatant 
but  meaningless  symbolism  of  juxta¬ 
posing  Fox’s  suicide  with  the  birth  of 
Moonbeam’s  child,  or  the  war  with 
Mandrake  Plains,  a  messianic  colony 
of  lost  hippies  led  by  the  charismatic 
Gregory.  (The  latter  is,  however,  a 
telling  satire  of  Michael  Metelica’s 
Brotherhood  of  the  Spirit.)  By  the  end, 
the  screenplay  seems  a  promising 
experiment  that  has  failed. 

Tropical  Detective  Story  is  a  more 
substantial,  yet  more  puzzling,  book. 
It  is  a  chronicle,  in  novel  form,  of 
Mungo’s  post-acid  consciousness  and 
of  his  coming  out:  ‘‘the  story  of  my 
own  life,  how  I  committed  the  crime, 
how  I  became  my  own  detective,  where 
I  found  the  clues,  and  how  I  finally 
caught  myself  and  sentenced  myself  to 
death.”  His  crime  is  love,  for  he  is 
possessed  by  unshakable  passions 
whose  only  sure  escape  is  oblivion. 


Catholic 


(Continued  from  page  13) 

theologians  who  have  made  positive 
statements  on  homosexuality  without 
falling  into  the  trap  of  looking  for 
loopholes.  Peter  Fink,  S.J.,  of  Weston 
College  School  of  Theology,  A1  Ker¬ 
shaw,  rector  of  Emmanuel  Church, 
and  Robert  L.  Treese,  of  the  B.U. 
School  of  Theology  have  written  from 
the  Catholic,  Anglican  and  Protestant 
camps  respectively. 

Ginder’s  chapter  on  homosexuality, 
entitled  ‘‘The  Other  Love,”  suffers 
particularly  from  his  need  for  a 
loophole.  The  logic  is  curious  which 
leads  him  to  conclude  that  gays  need 
not  take  the  New  Testament  attitude 
toward  homosexuality  literally: 

‘‘We  find  that  certain  absolute 
statements  of  our  Lord  require  copious 
and  complex  qualification:  for  in¬ 
stance:  ‘If  you  ask  the  Father  anything 


Book  One  traces  the  travels  of 
Dennis  Lunar  (Mungo)  through  Eur¬ 
ope  with  Eustacia  and  Marie,  two 
towering  females.  Both  cling  to  him, 
each  demanding  his  love.  This  and 
subsequent  misadventures  make  his 
journey  one  of  nearly  unmitigated 
misery.  He  knows  he  cannot  truly  love 
either  because  he  needs  another  male. 

It  is  in  the  second  Book  that  he 
describes  the  growth  of  his  friendship 
with  Jacob  Dobson,  whom  he  has 
known  since  their  days  together  in  the 
Movement.  Dennis  realizes  that  he 
loves  Jake,  but  his  friend  refuses  to 
believe  him.  At  last  they  make  love, 
only  to  be  berated  as  unmanly  by  the 
jealous  Marie  —  aggravating  Jake’s 
inability  to  accept  his  own  feelings. 

Marie  eventually  returns  to  France, 
and  the  two  leave  for  Central  America. 
In  the  mountains  of  Costa  Rica  they 
discover  the  reincarnation  of  their  dead 
partner  Fox.  They  learn  that  Fox  killed 
himself  because  he  could  not  express 
his  love  for  his  closest  friends.  This 
revelation  brings  Dennis  closer  to  Jake, 
but  Jake  is  repulsed  and  resists  their 
obvious  attraction  for  each  other. 

Finally,  the  novel  draws  to  a  close. 
Like  the  endings  of  Mungo’s  other 
books,  it  is  inconclusive  and  contrived, 
as  if  to  suggest  that  this  is  merely 
another  installment  in  a  long  serial. 

So  Ray  Mungo  has  embraced  gay 
liberation!  Yet  as  members  of  the  gay 
male  movement  have  learned,  affirm¬ 
ing  love  for  one’s  brothers  carries  the 
risk  of  rejecting  women  altogether.  His 
stereotypes  of  Eustacia,  the  omnipo¬ 
tent  Earth  Mother,  and.  of  Marie,  the 
whimpering  bitch,  indicates  that  he  still 
cannot  accept  women  as  his  equals. 

Such  sloppiness  has  infected  his 
work  from  his  early  days  as  an  activist. 
Be  it  draft  resistance  or  his  coming  out, 
he  displays  a  cavalier  attitude  that 
glosses  over  the  agony  implicit  in  such 
heavy  personal  decisions.  Too,  the 
distinction  between  ego  loss  (the  I- 


in  my  name,  he  will  give  it  to  you.’  For 
over  forty  years  the  Church  prayed 
daily  for  the  conversion  of  Russia,  and 
it  didn’t  happen.  Obviously,  then,  our 
Lord’s  promise  must  be  understood  as 
modified  by  several  if’s,  and’s,  or 
but’s  ....  So,  obviously,  St.  Paul’s 
blacklisting  of  sodomy  must  be  simi¬ 
larly  qualified.” 

To  be  fair,  I  must  point  out  that 
there  are  many  places  where  Ginder 
does  emphasize  the  spirit  of  love  over 
the  tyranny  of  theological  nitpicking. 
He  writes,  ‘‘One  has  the  feeling  that  if 
our  Lord  were  to  advise  the  bishops 
right  now  he  would  urge  them  to 
tighten  up  on  charity  and  loosen  up  on 
sex.”  I  am  also  inclined  to  agree  with 
him  that  the  overriding  objection 
which  the  Church  has  with  homo¬ 
sexuality  ‘‘is  aesthetic  rather  than 


death)  and  ego  trip  is  at  times  terribly 
hazy.  Perhaps  he  has  not  outgrown  the 
calculated  outrageousness  that  once 
characterized  his  style. 

Even  with  these  reservations,  I  still 
find  Ray  Mungo  a  fascinating  and 
insightful  writer.  When  I  visited  his 
farm  last  winter,  he  was  said  to  be 
somewhere  in  the  Far  East.  Presumab¬ 
ly  we  shall  someday  see  a  book  about 
that  experience,  too. 

[Reprinted  from  The  Vermont  Free¬ 
man,  197$] 


RETURN  TO  SENDER  BY  Raymond 
Mungo;  Boston:  Houghton-Mifflin, 
&  The  San  Francisco  Book  Co., 
1975.  $7.95  hardcover,  187pp. 

Now,  three  years  later,  Mungo  has 
provided  us  with  this  book.  It  is  a  loose 
travelogue  of  his  year  in  the  Far  East: 
Japan,  Hong  Kong,  Thailand,  India, 
Katmandu,  and  back  to  America. 
Evidently,  the  essence  of  his  Finding 
the  Knowledge  was  that  he  go  to 
Seattle,  open  a  coffeehouse/book¬ 
store,  find  a  wife  and  start  a  family. 

Such  a  patriarchal  anticlimax  to  his 
long  career,  but  I  can’t  claim  to  be 
disappointed  by,  again,  the  cavalier 
attitude  of  the  whole  thing:  ‘‘It  had 
been  more  than  a  year  since  I 
abandoned  my  life  on  the  East  Coast 
of  the  U.S.  and  set  out  on  this 
lonesome  odyssey;  behind  me  were 
crowds  of  well-wishers  and  friends, 
with  me  only  the  kind  faces  of 
strangers  who’d  never  read  my  books 
nor  heard  whispers  of  my  notoriety.  I 
was  released  from  my  past.” 

But  by  the  fact  of  writing  and 
publishing  this  book,  he  has  again 
confused  I-death  with  ego-trip.  As  with 
his  other  books,  Return  to  Sender 
entertains  —  but  that’s  about  all  that 
can  be  said  for  it. 


theological.” 

Nevertheless,  Ginder’s  discussion  of 
gay  sexual  ethics  is  also  muddled  by  his 
concern  to  undo  the  onus  of  sin 
attached  to  homosexuality.  Thus  he 
writes:  ‘‘The  crucial  question:  Is  sex 
between  gays  a  sin?  That’s  the  pivot. 
Once  we  settle  that,  the  gays  will  know 
where  they  stand.  If  it’s  okay,  then  any 
question  of  promiscuity  is  irrelevant, 
for  the  quality  of  the  relationship  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it.” 

Surely  the  question  of  promiscuity  is 
relevant  in  some  situations!  Gregory 
Baum,  another  Catholic  theologian,  is 
more  helpful  when  it  comes  to  gay 
ethics.  He  writes,  ‘‘The  important 
question  is  whether  homosexuality  is 
open  to  mutuality.  For  the  structure  of 
redeemed  human  life  is  mutuality.”  I 
(Continued  on  page  15) 
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By  A  mold  Klassen 

It  has  seemed  to  me  for  some  time 
that  somebody  should  write  a  paper 
about  poppers  —  amyl  nitrite  —  for 
the  gay  community.  Nobody  has  done 
it,  so  here  goes.  I  know  quite  a  bit 
about  the  subject:  I’m  a  Ph.D. -style 
biochemist  and  gay.  My  sources  in¬ 
clude  the  British  and  United  States 
Pharmocopias,  some  chemical  papers, 
and  lots  of  in-  and  out-of-lab  experi¬ 
ence.  I  do  not  claim  to  be  an  authority 
in  medicine  or  pharmacology,  but  I 
have  read  a  lot  of  papers  in  those  areas 
too.  So,  you  Docs  out  there,  if  I  write 
something  that’s  wrong,  please  correct 
me.  Or,  better  yet,  write  an  article 
about  amyl  from  your  gay  medical 
perspective. 

What  amyl  nitrite  is  should  be 
understood  at  the  outset.  It  is  a 
member  of  a  group  of  chemicals  called 
“alkyl  nitrites.’’  These  chemicals  are 
made  by  treating  any  alkyl  alcohol  with 
sodium  nitrite  and  sulfuric  acid.  Alkyl 
alcohols  include  methanol  (Sterno), 
ethanol  (the  most  popular  drug  on 
earth),  esopropyl  alcohol  (rubbing 


alcohol),  and  isoamyl  alcohol  (whence, 
poppers).  Medically,  isoamyl  nitrite 
was  invented  in  the  late  days  of 
Victoriana  and  became  the  miracle 
drug  for  the  treatment  of  a  condition 
called  angina  pectoris,  sort  of  a 
charley-horse  of  the  heart  muscle. 
They  did  some  pretty  strange  things  in 
the  process  of  testing  it  as  a  drug  (as 
they  generally  do).  The  only  recorded 
death  due  to  amyl  that  I’ve  read  about 
was  that  of  an  English  lady  whose 
doctor  injected  her  with  a  couple  of 
cc’s  of  the  stuff  (one  must  assume  that 
she  died  happy).  How  poppers  became 
connected  with  sex  is  anybody’s  guess. 
The  physiological  effect  of  inhaling 
amyl  comes  from  the  fact  that  it  dilates 
the  peripheral  blood  vessels  (skin,  for 
instance).  The  inhalee  feels  warm  all 
over,  his  (men  use  it  more)  heart  goes 
faster  to  compensate  for  the  slight  drop 
in  blood  pressure,  and  (I  suspect)  he 
(or  she)  forgets  about  everything  else 
except  the  Most  Urgent  Matter  At 
Hand. 

The  usual  question  that  my  gay 


friends  ask  me  about  amyl  is,  “Is  it 
safe?”.  Well,  there  are  several  con¬ 
siderations  to  be  taken  into  account 
with  regard  to  drug  safety.  There  is,  of 
course,  the  question  whether  any  drugs 
are  safe.  However,  there  are  much 
more  able  proponents  of  natural  health 
around  than  myself;  that’s  not  really 
the  topic  of  this  article.  One  important 
consideration  about  safety  is,  “How 
pure  is  it?”  The  stuff  in  the  ampules 
bought  via  pharmacies  is  required  by 
the  FDA  to  be  95%  pure.  One  way  to 
evaluate  purity  is  by  the  aroma.  The 
stronger  the  smell  of  dirty  socks,  the 
less  pure.  Super-pure  amyl  nitrite  is  a 
very,  very  pale  yellow  and  smells  sort 
of  like  apricots.  It  takes  some  fairly 
sophisticated  lab  equipment  to  make  it 
that  pure,  so  most  of  what’s  available, 
including  the  ampules,  smells  pretty 
strong.  And,  amyl  breaks  down  with 
time;  a  way  to  prevent  this  is  to  store  it 
in  the  freezer.  Another  way  of  testing 
purity  is  to  see  how  small  a  hit  it  takes 
to  get  you  off  —  the  smaller,  the 
better.  The  next  question  about  safety 


is  “How  much  do  you  use  over  a  short 
period  of  time  (an  evening,  say)’” 
Moderation  is  important  with  amyl  as 
it  is  with  any  drug.  If  it  is  used  in 
super-excess  (it  takes  a  lot),  amvl 
nitrite  causes  a  temporary  blood 
condition  called  methemoglobinemia, 
which  is  pretty  much  like  carbon 
monoxide  poisoning. 

Now,  how’s  your  health?  If  yot 
have  a  heart  condition,  you’re  pretty 
stupid  to  use  a  heart  stimulant,  right? 
After  all  that  scary  stuff,  I’d  like  to 
comment  that,  as  a  drug,  amyl  nnnte 
may  be  safer  than  aspirin.  It  would 
certainly  be  harder  to  kill  yourself  with 
it.  And,  by  the  way,  those  headaches 
the  next  morning  are  due  to  the 
impurities  in  the  amyl  you  used.  As  I 
said,  the  less  it  stinks,  the  easier  it  will 
be  on  your  head. 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  make  it 
clear  that  I  am  in  no  way  advocating 
the  use  of  amyl  nitrite  except  at 
doctor’s  orders.  It  is  a  controlled 
substance,  and  therefore  illegal  to  use 
otherwise.  But  there  are  some  products 
being  advertised  and  sold  as  various 
kinds  of  “aromas”  which  people  seem 
to  be  using  as  poppers  which  are 
“legal.”  I’ll  call  them  pseudo-poppers. 
What  these  chemicals  are  are  probably  , 
other  alkyl  nitrites  besides  isoamyl 
nitrite  (one  of  them  says  “butyl  i 
nitrite”  on  the  bottle).  Now,  the 
dirtiest,  least  pure,  “street”  liquid 
amyl  is  probably  safer  than  these 
pseudo-poppers.  Sniffing  this  stuff  is 
no  safer  than  sniffing  glue  (glue  fumes 
attack  your  liver,  pseudo-poppers  hit 
your  nerves).  The  only  reason  that 
these  chemicals  are  “legal”  is  that  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  never 
imagined  that  people  would  breath 
them  for  a  rush  (the  FDA  doesn’t 
control  paint  thinner,  either).  It  is  a 
matter  of  fact  that  you  can  get  a  rush 
off  of  any  toxic  gas.  And  besides  all 
that,  if  you’re  into  having  your 
apartment  smell  like  a  locker  room, 
isn’t  it  a  lot  more  interesting  to  do  it 
the  natural  way?  So  please,  gay 
brothers  and  sisters,  if  you  must  use 
them,  use  these  pseudo-poppers  only  as 
room  perfume. 

Catholic 

(Continued  from  page  14) 
often  found  myself  wishing  that  Cind¬ 
er  could  have  put  it  as  neatly. 

Toward  the  end  of  Briars  Ginder 
makes  the  observation  that  a  lifetime 
of  meatless  Fridays  has  left  most 
Catholics  still  fighting  their  conscience 
even  though  the  Friday  abstinence  has 
been  repealed.  Similarly,  it  might  be 
said  that  a  lifetime  of  frustrated 
sexuality  has  created  in  them  the  same 
false  conscience,  be  they  gay  or 
straight,  married,  single  or  celibate. 
Ginder  tackles  that  false  guilt,  both  for 
himself  and  his  fellow  Catholics. 

With  Sartre,  Ginder  believes  that  “It 
is  impossible  to  liquidate  one’s  Catho 
licism.”  His  style  of  theology  —  a 
strange  mixture  of  courage,  out¬ 
rageousness,  good  humor  and  a  large 
dose  of  nostalgia  for  the  old-line 
surities  —  bears  witness  to  that  belief. 
Richard  Ginder  has  put  himself  on  the 
line,  perhaps  prematurely  for  one  so 
new  to  liberationist  causes.  Binding 
with  Briars  will  liberate  some,  amuse 
others,  anger  still  others,  and  lead  a 
few  into  yet  deeper  confusion. 
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By  A .  Nolder  Gay 


The  Vi'eto  fRom  the  Closet 


THK  HOME  STRETCH 

I  have  had  a  long-term  interest  in  the 
Adams  family,  stemming  from  The 
Education  of  Henry  Adams  which,  in 
my  college  days,  was  “must”  reading 
for  any  serious  student.  I  went  from 
Henry  to  his  curmudgeon  brothers, 
and  then  a  reading  of  Samuel  F.  Bemis’ 
John  Quincy  Adams  and  the  Union 
and  other  material  turned  me  on  to  the 
two  President  Adamses  as  conservative 
thinkers.  Yet  Adamses,  like  the  pickles 
they  so  closely  resemble,  are  an 
acquired  taste,  and  no  one  is  more 
surprised  than  I  to  discover  that  gutsy 
“Honest  John  Adams”  rather  than 
Jefferson  or  Sam  Adams  or  Paine  or 
Patrick  Henry  seems  to  be  the  focus  of 
popular  attention  in  this  Bicentennial 
Year. 

For  some  twenty  years  I  took  pride 
in  not  owning  a  television,  but  A. 
Younger  broke  down  my  resistance  last 
year  and  we  bought  a  color  set.  As  a 
result  I  have  watched  “The  Adams 
Chronicles”  with  the  devotion  of  any 
fan  of  “As  The  World  Turns”  or  other 
soap  operas.  I  also  have  been  going 
back  to  my  collection  of  books  by  and 
about  the  Adamses  to  verify  (or 
establish  a  better  version  of)  episodes 
and  quotations  as  well  as  to  renew  my 
earlier  acquaintance  with  America’s 
most  remarkable  family. 

I  haven’t  uncovered  any  gay  Adams¬ 
es  (not  so  far,  anyway)  but  I  did  run 
across  a  pertinent  quotation  from  one 
of  the  unpublished  letters  of  Marion 
Hooper  (Mrs.  Henry)  Adams  which 
started  me  thinking  (and  writing,  of 
course;  these  columns  stem  from  all 
sorts  of  weird  impulses!).  “When  one 
is  forty  and  on  the  home  stretch,” 
wrote  “Clover”  Adams,  “it’s  consol¬ 
ing  to  find  it  suits  one  better  to  look 
ahead  than  backward.  If  Lot’s  wife 
hadn’t  been  a  morbid  conservative  she 
would  have  had  a  sweeter  old  age  and 
been  a  pillar  of  strength  to  her  repre¬ 
hensible  husband.”  (I  shall  refrain 
from  terming  that  “a  salty  observa¬ 
tion”  and  merely  suggest  that  Mrs. 
Adams’  letters  ought  to  be  better 
known  than  they  are.) 

I  find  it  interesting  that  recent  schol¬ 
arly  findings  on  the  stages  of  the  life 
cycle  accord  so  well  with  the  comments 
on  aging  expressed  by  writers  from 
Cicero  to  our  own  day.  Forty  (give  or 
take  a  couple  of  years)  is  a  landmark 
rooted  in  experience.  By  contrast,  the 
celebrated  dividing  line  between  under 
and  over  thirty  so  prevalent  in  the 
’sixties  was  a  rather  meaningless 
exercise  in  media  hype.  (Some  would 
describe  the  whole  period  that  way,  but 


T  forbear!)  The  notion  of  a  watershed 
at  thirty  bears  no  discemable  relation¬ 
ship  to  reality,  whether  that  reality  is 
expressed  through  the  physiology  of 
sex  (males  pass  their  peak  at  sixteen), 
the  end  of  the  anatomical  changes  ac¬ 
companying  adolescence  (complete  by 
twenty-five,  as  I  recall),  or  the  age  of 
intelligent  discretion  (which  varies  indi¬ 
vidually  between  twelve  and  never). 

Some  day  I’d  like  to  see  some  solid 
research  done  on  the  relation  of  age  to 
“coming  out.”  1  am  aware  that  there 
are  some  people  who  claim  to  have 
been  gay  since  the  age  of  four  or  some 
other  prepubescent  landmark,  and  also 
that  more  and  more  people  are 
realizing  they  are  gay  at  ages  when  I 
never  had  heard  of  the  word,  let  alone 
realized  it  applied.  But  I  suspect  that  if 
you  graphed  “coming  out”  (in  either 
the  self-accepting  or  the  open  sense) 
against  age,  there  would  be  a  cluster 
right  around  the  fortieth  year.  This 
seems  to  be  true,  at  least,  of  a  number 
of  famous  gays  in  history;  check  Whit¬ 
man’s  first  “Calamus”  poem  for  one 
such  example.  (I’d  like  to  know  how 
many  bisexual  folk  sort  out  their 
“major”  at  about  this  time,  too.) 

Why  the  sudden  extra  surge  of 
honesty  at  this  point  when,  according 
to  the  generation-gap  theorists  of  the 
last  decade,  we  are  hopelessly  mired  in 
dishonesty?  In  part,  I  think,  it  is 
because  something  becomes  starkly 
clear  at  forty  which  was  never  so  clear 
at  an  earlier  age,  and  that  is  the  simple, 
personal  realization  that  1  am  going  to 
live  less  long  than  1  have  already  lived. 
This,  in  turn,  sharply  forces  me  to 
think  deeply  about  just  how  those 
remaining  years  are  to  be  lived. 

The  honesty  of  the  aging  differs  in 
kind  from  the  “Emperor  has  no 
clothes”  honesty  of  our  earlier  years. 
On  the  “home  stretch”  we  balance  the 
scales  with  a  different  set  of  weights, 
forged,  tempered  and  calibrated  in 
steel  or  even  platinum  rather  than 
youth’s  molten  iron,  cast'  without 
tempering. 

Thus,  being  more  relaxed  and  open 
about  one’s  gayness  at  forty  is  not  an 
act  of  defiance  hurled  against  a  hostile 
society  so  much  as  a  gentle  setting  aside 
of  traditional  judgments  as  irrelevant 
in  the  light  of  the  scale  of  values  we 
have  worked  out  over  half  a  lifetime’s 
exploration  of  the  human  condition. 
At  the  midpoint  between  our  past  and 
our  future,  we  touch  both  the  reality  of 
the  mythos  of  human  experience  and 
the  reality  of  having  been  born  into  this 
grubby  world  inter  faeces  et  urinam 
and  destined  to  carry  nothing  out  of  it. 


Stripped  of  one’s  early  promise,  or 
of  one’s  “good  looks,”  or  of  the 
ability  to  make  it  like  the  Easter 
Bunny,  or  of  the  chance  to  have  been 
young  and  gay  if  only  one  had  known 
enough  earlier  or  whatever,  some  gays 
approaching  forty  find  the  burden  of 
aging  too  heavy  to  carry.  For  them,  the 
past  is  an  idyllic  (and  perhaps  alco¬ 
holic)  haze  of  hope  and  fantasy  and 
adulation;  like  Tom  Buchanan  in  Fitz¬ 
gerald’s  The  Great  Gatsby,  they  were 
stars  once  (or  might  have  been)  and, 
locked  into  that  remembered  or  imag¬ 
ined  past,  the  sad  story  of  their  lives  is 
that  they  can  never  shine  so  brightly 
again. 

Yet  both  the  literary  and  the  accum¬ 
ulating  survey  evidence  suggests  that 
the  traditional  stereotype  of  the  mor¬ 
bid,  unhappy  aging  gay  person  is  a  sad 
trick  we  have  played  upon  ourselves. 
One  is  not  stuck  permanently  with 
Christian’s  load  of  sin  and  guilt  or  its 
equivalent  in  folly  and  regret.  Like 
Christian’s  burden,  these  too  can  be 
dropped  on  the  home  stretch,  and  most 
older  gays  do  so.  Clover  Adams’ 
simple  formula,  “it  suits  [us]  better  to 
look  ahead  than  backwards,”  is  the 
key  to  gay  mental  health. 

Schopenhauer  somewhere  says 
something  to  the  effect  that  the  first 
forty  years  of  life  are  the  theme,  of 


which  the  remainder  form  the  varia¬ 
tions.  I  don’t  take  this  observation  in 
any  rigidly  deterministic  sense,  that  we 
are  playing  out  a  hand  of  cards  already 
dealt.  Rather  I  see  it  as  a  simple  affir¬ 
mation  of  the  fact  that  life  is  a  rich 
garden,  and  the  beauty  of  the  last  half 
of  it  depends  a  good  deal  on  how  well 
we  spade  and  cultivate  and  plant  and 
tend  in  the  first  half  (perhaps  also  on 
how  much  horseshit  we  are  able  to 
take!).  But  it  is,  after  all,  the  home 
stretch  which  yields  the  blossoms  and 
the  harvest,  and  that  is  the  measure  of 
what  it’s  all  about. 

Next  time  you  see  a  self-accepting 
older  gay  person,  look  at  the  rich 
furrows  nature  and  experience  have 
written  upon  his/her  countenance. 
Take  time  to  share  the  harvest  of  that 
experience.  And,  even  if  you  are  many 
years  away  from  three  score  and  ten  or 
even  from  forty,  live  your  variant  life¬ 
style  with  such  serenity  and  grace  that 
when  you  are  indeed  “an  older  gay” 
(and  not  reluctant  to  “come  out”  as 
older  as  well  as  gay!),  you  too  can  give 
the  lie  to  one  more  gay  stereotype. 

The  Latin  poet  Tibullus  has  written: 
“Love  is  an  all-consuming  passion  to 
the  young  and  a  quiet  understanding  to 
the  old.”  In  the  course  of  our  life¬ 
times,  may  we  share  richly  in  both  the 
passions  and  the  understanding. 
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“A  MOVIE  TO  MAKE  YOU  REMEMBER  YOUR  OWN 
LOVES,  WHATEVER  YOUR  PARTNER  PREFERENCES 
...an  eye-opener  and  a  heart  opener.” 

—  Norma  McLain  Stoop,  AFTER  DARK 

“SENSITIVE  AND  REALISTIC  IN  ITS  APPROACH... 
IMPRESSIVELY  NATURAL.” 

an**;  -  A.  H.  Weiler,  N.  Y.  TIMES 

David  &  Jasons  relationship... 
it’s  the  same  only  different. 


A  CHRISTOPHER  LARKIN  FILM 
Produced  by  Montage  Creations  Starring  Robert  Joel.  Curt  Gareth  &  Bo  White. 
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The  MS.  Controversy:  one  point  off  view 


By  Beverly  Barr 


Many  lesbians  are  becoming  aware 
of  the  burgeoning  controversy  in  and 
around  Ms.  Magazine.  Gay  women 
have  been  writing  to  the  letters  column 
in  Ms.  in  increasing  numbers  that  they 
are  boycotting  Ms.  since  it  does  not 
provide  adequate  coverage  of  lesbian 
issues. 

Amidst  the  accusations  of  “ade¬ 
quate”  and/or  “inadequate”  cover¬ 
age,  there  are  important  issues  that 
must  be  clarified. 

First,  we  must  ask  why  Ms.  can’t  (as 
opposed  to  won’t)  cover  lesbian 
issues.  1  think  it  is  a  question  of 
“can’t”  simply  because  Ms.  is  pre¬ 
dominantly  a  heterosexual  feminist 
outlook,  and  they,  like  the  rest  of 
society,  are  just  beginning  to  come  to 
grips  with  gay  issues.  Having  read  Ms. 
almost  continually  since  its  beginning, 
I  find  that  nothing  shows  more 
completely  where  Ms.  is  at  on  gay 
polilics  than  the  latest  issue,  which 
contains  an  article  on  “coming  out.” 
Ms.  is  in  a  hetero  closet;  an  ostrich 
hanging  on  for  dear  life  to  the  old 
sixties  mystique  when  we  were  coming 
out.  Now  we  have  gay  politics,  now  we 
are  out,  but  Ms.  cannot  handle  it. 
(Witness  their  mauling  of  Jill 
Johnston,  our  outstanding  gay  poli- 
ticist,  by  a  straight  writer,  and  their 
limitation  of  us  to  lavender  pages  and 
gay  mothers.) 

Ms.  should  be  and  is  less  threatened 
by  homosexual  perspective  than  any 
other  political  magazine  because  they 
do  have  a  feminist  view  of  roles  and 
sexual  suppression. 

But  this  is  where  Ms.  Magazine 
politics  exemplify  the  division  between 
straight  and  gay  feminists:  straight 
reformism  versus  gay  radical  politics. 


Because  straight  women  are  into  and 
reacting  with  the  male  mystique, 
because  they  wish  to  relate  to  men  on 
some  level,  it  is  far  easier  for  them  to 
wish  to  “reform”  their  relationships 
than  to  destroy  and  then  rebuild  them. 
There  is  not  enough  anger  based  on 
total  suppression.  Reformist  politics 
are  based  on  working  within  the 
structure  to  change  it,  but  the  only 
ones  who  pay  the  price  are  the  women 
who  suffer  now  within  the  structure 
instead  of  breaking  free.  Ms.  Magazine 
is  straight  reformist  politics  —  thus  we 
get  an  issue  devoted  to  men.  The  only 
problem  with  reform  and  compromise 
is  that  we  get  compromised  as  lesbians. 

Gay  politics  encompass  far  too  much 
radical  thinking  to  ever  be  termed  only 
reformism.  We  are  the  ones,  especially 
as  women,  to  be  in  a  position  to 
comprehend  the  sexist  structure  of 
society  as  being  destructive.  Can  one 
compromise  with  destruction?  Straight 
women,  even  feminists,  are  accepted 
into  the  sexist  scheme  of  things.  There 
is  no  room,  however,  for  women  who 
don’t  want  men,  and,  as  outcasts,  we 
see  the  destruction  and  feel  the 
destruction  far  more  clearly.  To  put  it 
succinctly,  reformism  wants  to  change 
the  rules  in  the  game;  radicalism  wants 
to  stop  the  game. 

However,  in  the  words  of  you  ‘n’ 
me,  “1  gotta  live!”  So  we  compromise. 
And  we  lose  a  little.  Even  Ms. 
Magazine’s  constant  compromises  to 
avert  male  anger  do  not  thwart  the 
effort  to  change  the  consciousness  of 
women  out  in  the  middle  of  Amerika. 
They  have  a  long  way  to  go  on  that. 
But  after  they  have  that,  they  will  still 
not  have  understood  us  unless  they 
make  the  effort  to  see  our  experiences 
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and  our  way  of  thinking.  We  should 
accept  their  compromises  with  society 
as  the  best  they  can  do,  while  we  must 
proceed  to  raise  their  consciousness.  In 
this,  if  we  compromise,  we  will  have 
nothing.  They  must  understand  that 
while  a  better  way  in  the  system  is  nice, 
we  want  a  new  system.  Eventually, 
we’ll  get  it. 

Finally  we  must  ask  ourselves, 
should  we  boycott?  It  is  easy  to  be 
angry  with  sisters  who  are  feminist  and 
yet  fear  us.  It  is  easy  to  be  angry  at 
compromises,  but,  throwing  the  first 
stone  and  all  that,  we  too  have  to 
compromise  —  to  survive  underground 
in  Amerika. 

Therefore,  let  us  have  enough 
patience  and  enough  anger  to  keep 


coming  back  to  raise  their  heads. 
Drown  them  in  letters  demanding 
change,  and  stating  why.  As  feminists, 
they  have  open  minds  (more  than  an> 
other  women),  and  letters  will  affect 
them.  Our  best  tool  is  communication. 
Much  as  you  and  I  would  like  to  ham 
out  and  let  them  go  flying,  if  we  do 
that,  someday  the  world  will  come 
looking  for  us  —  and  that  will  not  be 
pleasant. 

And  please,  publications  like  this 
and  many  others  are  going  begging  lor 
our  words.  Let’s  put  gay  energy  into 
gay  publications,  and  soon  enough 
they’ll  come  to  us.  We  need  to 
consolidate  our  energy  and  expand  into 
our  own  publications.  We  have  a  great 
deal  to  offer  —  to  ourselves! 


The  funniest  film  of  1985. 
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Apartments  Job  Wanted 


2nd  fir  apartment  for  rent. 

141  Western  Ave.,  Camb  9  rm.  5  br. ; 
$450  +  util.,  avl.  6/1.  Call  661-0745 
eve. 


Experienced  house  cleaner  looking  for 
work  on  weekly  basis.  References,  if 
needed.  723-3897.  Jeremy. 


GAY  EVANGELICALS 
Wondering  how  you  can  be  both  gay 
and  Christian  at  the  same  time?  Are  you 
looking  for  a  supportive  Christ-centered 
fellowship?  We  are  forming  a  new 
group  for  you!  Write  GCN  Box  607. 


Apartment  Wanted.  2  GF  sk.  3-4  rms. 
Newton  or  nearby  suburb.  Must  be 
quiet  with  parking.  $200-250.  June  1  or 
later.  (617)  964-2589,  5-9  p.m. 


Woman  seeks  apprenticeship  in  offset 
printing /newspaper  work.  Experienced 
in  newswriting  and  layout.  All  replies 
answered.  Write  GCN  Box  605. 


GAY  QUAKERS 

We  are  trying  to  identify  gay  and 
bisexual  friends  who  are  interested  in 
presenting  a  gay  perspective  in  general 
conference.  Contact  Jan  Beck  at  GCN 
Box  538.  Confidentiality  assured. 


PRISON  MINISTRY  IN  Rl 
We  are  trying  to  contact  gay  men  & 
women  in  the  Adult  Correctional  ISTI. 
WE  are  seeking  names  of  those 
individuals  who  would  be  interested  in 
receiving  correspondence  from  other 
gays.  If  you  know  of  anyone,  please 
contact  Connie  DiCenzo,  c/o  MCC 
Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.,  Provi¬ 
dence,  Rl  02907. 


GONE  TO  THE  DOGS 


Professional  Grooming.  Also  Grooming 
Schools,  All  Breeds. 

CALL  BOB  247-8906 
125  St.  Botolpb  St.,  Boston 


SUBURBS 

GWM .  34,  LOOKING  FOR  APART¬ 
MENT  NORTH  OR  WEST  OF  BOSTON, 
would  like  to  be  near  other  gay  people. 
Information  appreciated.  Write  GCN 
box  604 


Miscellaneous 


JOIN  DIGNITY 

Gay  and  Catholic?  Find  out  more  from 
Dignity,  a  national  organization  of  gay 
and  concerned  Catholics.  Write  Dignity, 
755  Boylston  St.  Rm.  413,  Boston,  MA 
0^1 16. 


For  Sale 


GF  wants  people  and  ideas  to  help  set 
up  photography  business  in  Boston 
area.  Also  need  darkroom  space.  Write 
Box  609. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
Wash.  98109,  (206)  282-5798.  Mem¬ 
bership  $5.00.  


Moving,  selling  asst.  turn.  —  desk, 
metal  wardrobe,  lamp,  bookcases,  etc. 
Very  cheap.  661-1798  eves. 


GAY  DISCO  BAR 


Gay  Bar,  Ultra  Modern  Discotheque, 
Beautiful  Decor,  Located  in  Worcester 
County.  $275,000  yearly  gross.  Sacrifice 
saleai  $125,000  firm.  Empire  Real  Estate, 
<6I7)-753-86l7,  844-6592. 


"OASIS"  CLUB  OF  TYNGSBORO 
Try  us;  there  is  a  difference!  Open 
Mon.-Tues.-Thurs.  3pm  &  wed.-Fri.- 
Sat.-Sun.  12  noon.  Two  rooms  &  dance 
floors.  Located  on  Rt.  3A  (Frost  Rd.), 
Tyngsboro,  Ma. _ 


LUTHERANS 

ALC,  LCA  and  Mo.  Uniting  for  justice, 
love,  understanding  in  our  church.  Lu¬ 
therans  concerned  (for  qav  nennio' 
Box  B-19114A,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90019. 


The  People’s  College  of  Law  of  the 
National  Lawyers  Guild  is  a  new  4-year 
law  school  oriented  toward  those 
usually  excluded  from  the  leoal  educa¬ 
tional  process.  Gay  people,  especially 
lesbians  and  third  woria  gays  are 
definitely  welcome.  Entrance  require¬ 
ments  are  2  yrs.  of  college  leading 
toward  a  Bachelor’s  degree,  or  you 
must  take  the  college  equivalency  test. 
Tuition  is  low,  all  applicants  should  be 
committed  to  use  law  as  a  tool  for 
social  change.  For  more  info  write  Gay 
Caucus,  c/o  pci/NLG,  2222  West  7  St., 
L.A.,  CA  90057  or  call  (213)  388-8171 . 


GWM,  25,  attractive  &  intelligent,  seeks 
relationship  with  older  man,  financial 
assistance.  Good  for  someone  who 
enjoys  arts  &  spirited  conversation. 
Write  GCN  Box  606. 


WM,  36,  seeking  friendship  and  what 
else  with  young  male  to  30.  Financial 
arrangement.  Send  info,  photo  to  FM 
box  112,  Warren,  Rl  02885. 


MEET  GAY  YOUTH 

All  gay  youth  between  the  ages  of  13-17 
are  cordially  invited  to  an  afternoon  of 
fun  &  conversation  every  Saturday  from 
2-5  p.m.  at  The  Charles  Street  Meeting 
House.  Call  Kris,  227-8587. 


RURAL  COUNSELING  SERVICE 


FREE  FLEA  MARKET  SOUTH  END 
‘‘On  the  alley"  between  Rutland  Sq.  & 
Concord  Sq.  May  8,  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
Come  by  or  sell?  Many  .25,  .50,  $1  &  $2. 
items:  books,  furniture,  clothing,  an- 
i  tiques,  etc. _ 


BOSTON  BAIL  PROJECT 
Most  people  who  are  arrested  are  al¬ 
lowed  bail.  The  rich  can  always  pay. 
The  poor  often  languish  in  dirty  cells 
just  because  they  are  poor.  You  can 
help.  Contact  the  Boston  Bail  Project, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Ma. 
02138  or  call  (617)  491-1575^ 


BLACK  GAY  MEN’S  CAUCUS 
Concerned  brothers  should  write  GCK 
Box  9600.  I 


Specializing  in  the  needs  of  Rural 
Gay  People,  especially  Women  <t 
Couples. 


Littleton,  MA 


486-3967 


Personals 


GWF  21,  struggling  artist,  seeks 
patrone  of  the  arts  (women  only),  finan¬ 
cial  assistance.  Work  .includes  oils, 
prints,  murals,  etc.  Write  GCN  Box  600. 


HOME  GROWN  POTTED  PLAIN  i  o 
Home  grown  has  your  every  need  in 
potted  plants  and  accessories.  We  are 
located  at  122  River  St.,  Fitchburg,  MA 
01420;  617-342-3184. 


FIRE  ISLANDERS 

Any  information  on  shops,  stores,  etc., 
that  might  be  willing  to  sell  GCN  please 
contact  Marion,  c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  


GAY  SOCIETY  OF  ANGOLA 
New  Gay  organization  in  Louisiana 
prison.  Anyone  interested  in  helping 
with  support  contact  Anthony  T.  Smith, 
GSOA,  PMB-71437-CBA,  Angola,  LA 
70712. 


Hire  a  dancing  bear  at  the  UMass  Gay 
Dance,  May  21,  100  Arlington  St.  Rm. 
222,  9-1  p.m.  


DEAR  CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISER: 

If  preference  as  to  race  [B  or  W]  does 
not  matter,  why  put  it  in? 


LOUNGE  FOR  SALE 
Am  interested  in  speaking  to  gay 
person  who  is  financially  sound  and  is 
interested  in  purchasing  lounge  No.  of 
Boston.  Call  667-1280  bet.  9-1 1am  for 
appt.  _ . 


MERRY  a-MAS  &  HAPPY  HANUKAh!’ 
STATUE  OF  LIBERTY  T-SHIRTS  now 
available  in  s-m-l-xl, -white,  in  time  for 
holiday  season  at  the  OTHER  VOICES, 
30  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  or  write  Gay 
Media  Action.  22  Bromfield  St..  Boston 
02108  (617)  523-1081. 


PSYCHODRAMA  WEEKEND 
on  Capo  Cod 


MAY  28-30.  Gay,  bi  or  straight  men 

Write  Psychodrama  Inst,  of  Boston, 
3  Franklin  PI.,  Cambr.  Ma.  02139  or  call 
bob  617-547-7846. 


Organizations 


AMERICA  LATINA  — LATIN  AMERICA 
Estamos  inleresados  en  comunicarnos 
con  Gays  en  America  Latina  y  el  Caribe. 
Si  tienes  amistades  en  estas  areas,  por 
favor  pideles  que  se  comuniquen  con 
nosotros,  o  enuianos  sus  nombres  y 
direcciones.  We  are  interested  in  cor¬ 
responding  with  Gays  in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean.  If  you  have  friends 
in  these  areas,  please  ask  them  to  write 
us,  or  send  us  their  name  and  addres¬ 
ses.  Comunidad  de  Orgullo  Gay,  Apar- 
tado  5523,  Puerta  de  Tierra,  San  Juan, 
PR.  00906. 


FEMALES  ONLY 

Feminist  male,  that  really  feels  like  a 
homosexual  female,  would  like  to' 
excercise  her  oralbility  on  all  females. 
Age  and  race  no  barrier.  Please  reply, 
with  pic,  phone  and  address,  to 
GCN  Box  608. 


Dance  with  the  stars  of  ‘‘Closet  Space" 
at  UMass’  GAY  DANCE,  May  21,  9-1 
p.m.  loo  Arlington  St.,  Rm.  222. 
Sponsored  by  Umass  Gay  People's 
Group;  proceeds  go  to  GAY  MEDIA 
ACTION. 


JANUS  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

for  women 

Groups,  Individuals 
Couples  Therapy 


OTHER  VOICES 

Gay  bookstore  at  30  Bromfield  St.. 
Boston.  3rd  floor,  open  1  i  am  to  6  pm 
Mon.  thru  Sat.  Many  new  titles. 


LESBIAN  WOMEN 

Visiting  Fla.?  Contact  Sarasota  D.O.B., 
P.O.  Box  15621 ,  Sarasota,  Fla.  33579  or 
call  813-924-8968. 


NAT  L  GAY  PRISONERS  COALITION 
would  love  to  hear  from  any  Gay 
Brother  or  Sister  who  is  interested  in 
helping  liberate  the  Rights  of  Gay  Pris¬ 
oners  in  Federal  Prisons.  Contact 
Johnny  Gibbs,  #86976-132,  Box  1000, 
U.S.  Prison,  Lewisburg,  Pa.  17837. 
(Chairman  of  the  National  Gay  Prison¬ 
ers  Coalition.) 


419  Bovlslon  St.,  Room  519,  Boston 
Tel.  536-3071 


MEN !  Stimulate  growth  of  the  male  sex 
organ.  New,  safe  methods.  Send  $5  to 
HMK  research,  Box  271,  Bedford,  MA 
01 730. 


GM  30-40  WARM  INTELLIGENT 
Experienced  sought  by  GWM  33,  beard 
135  5’6”  for  mutual  greek,  exchange  of 
affection.  Not  impressed  by  trim  mus¬ 
cular  bodies  or  by  the  “well”  hung.  You 
should  feel  the  same.  Allow  4  wks.  for 
reply.  Write  GCN  Box  603. 


Sexual  and  Relationship  issues.  Prob¬ 
lem  solving  group  for  gay  men  /  singles 
or  c,hi-'n'’s.  Leaders  professionally 
trained.  Cali  241-7378. 


COSMIC  ENERGY  GROVE! 

Invite  all  spiritual  paths  to  explore, 
share  &  develOD  skills  in  Astro'  Tar^t 
wicca,  psychic,  ritual  &  sex  Majik. 
Leave  message  anytime  tor  Paul  Tellal- 
ian  227-8882,  or  write  P.O.  Box  160, 
Bos.  02101.  Come  celebrate  serious 
seekers  only,  please! 


Buy  a  Lavender  Rhino  I -shirt  at  GCN 
for  only  $4.  These  beautiful  T-shirts 
come  in  all  sizes! 


Job  Op 


BARTENDER  —  GAY  CLUB  N.H. 
Bartender  to  work  5  days  a  week,  $2/ hr 
plus  tips,  possible  $150  or  more  for 
30  hrs.  work.  Start  now.  Phone  (603) 
436-9457  or  write  P.O.  Box  1211, 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801. 


Clinical  director  sought,  eromin  coun¬ 
seling  center  for  sexual  minorities. 
Experience,  sensitivity,  commitment 
necessary  Call  (215)  732-3212  Phil. 


WANTED  —  Typist  for  about  20  hours  a 
-ve-rk.  l  exible  hours,  nice  environment, 
jemandmg  work  but  a  neat  all-gay 
ilr:  '.sphere  You  must  be  able  to  spell, 
•o.i  must  be  able  to  think.  No  sexist 
■ang.ips.  or  race,  or  color  or  anything 
t  Isi  I  am  a  Taurus  who  is  tidy, 
rrqan.zed.  sell  sufficient,  self-demand- 
'  g  happy  with  himself,  and  expects 
v-u  to  be  the  same  (Also  I'm  over- 
V  orked  Write  about  yourself  to  GCN 
Box  69. 


Be  your  own  boss.  Set  your  own  hours. 
Join  the  GCN  team  of  ad  representa¬ 
tives.  Don't  restrict  yourself  to  Boston. 
We  have  outlets  all  over  New  England. 
20%  commission.  Earn  extra  money  or 
make  it  a  full-time  job  Write  Gen  or  call 
617-426-4469. 


SUMMER  JOBS 

for  gay  youth  —  contact  Project 
Lambda.  My-a.  227-8587. 


We  are  a  working  crafts  collective, 
deeply  believe  in  clay  and  love.  If  you 
have  it  together  to  do  it,  come  share  our 
work  and  lives.  Life  and  clay,  the 
rhythm  of  carefully  seeing  and  touching 
the  Brother  and  Sister  within.  To  work, 
live  witr.  us.  You  need  no  experience 
nor  money  After  a  few  months  you  can 
earn  your  living  Libow  Pottery,  Harris- 
ville.  N.H.  03456,  603-827-3388. 


classified  ad  order  form 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone. 
Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay  Community 
News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your  area 
code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 


If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 

hours  are:  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  Monday  through  Wednes¬ 
day;  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  Thursday;  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday;  and  4  n.m.  to  8  p.m.,  Sunday. 


Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 


Non-business:  $3.00  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  iine);  each 
additional  line  25  cents.  Headtnes  are  50  cents  for  25 
characters. 


JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL  LOST*  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


Headlines 


Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a  bust- 
aess):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  line) 
and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  characters. 


_per  wk.  $. 


First  30  words. 


_per  wk.  $. 


Each  add'l  15  words  at  $. 


Box  Numbers:  are  available  at  $1 .00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick 
up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  forwarded, 
the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end 
of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail  forwa  aed  for 
a  3  month  period,  a  $JXX)  charge  will  be  made  for  the 
additional  time. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  wks.  $. 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  wks.  $. 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $. 

3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  _ S. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $. 

PLEASE  PRINT  NEATLY. 


Name 


City, 


Address 


Zip, 


.Phone 


seauctive  and  beautiful  queen  seeks 
fairly  good  looking  gwm  butch  for 
sincere  loving  relationship  and  good 
times.  I  enjoy  gay  discotheque,  danc¬ 
ing,  outdoors,  movies  and  the  evil 
weed.  If  you're  interested  write  GCN 
Box  602,  or  call  665-2975. 


Attr.  WF  29  very  bi  wishes  to  meet 
same  for  fun  and  friendship,  husband 
likes  watching,  couples  welcome.  Write 
Box  51 ,  Cohoes,  NY. 


GM  39,  5T1”,  185  #,  br.  hr.,  beard,  will 
visit  Hyannis  wk  of  5/16-5/22.  call 
eves,  (collect)  wk.  of  5/8-5714. 
603-882-8732. 


WALTER  DRISCOLL 

A  Registered  Electrologist 


Free  Consultation  Invited 
For  Permanent  Hair  Removal 
For  A II  Parts  of  the  Body 

26  West  St.,  Boston  Tcl.628-.54J5 


DEATH  ROW  GAY 

I  am  a  former  longtime  resident  of  Be 
mont.  While  awaiting  appeals  I  ai 
confined  to  a  small  cell  24  hrs.  a  day. 
have  much  time  on  my  hands  an 
would  like  to  meet  new  friends  via  th 
mails.  I  am  a  former  college  athlete 
20s.  6'1  Vi",  210  lbs.  Will  reply  at  lengt 
to  all  letters.  Please  write  to  Robert  A 
Sullivan,  #039870,  Box  747  (R-2-S-8 
Starke,  Fla.  32091 . 


WOW  CANDY  PANTS 
Edible  underwear  in  banana  split,  he 
chocolate  or  wild  cherry  flavors  th; 
melt  in  your  mouth  not  on  your  bod) 
One  size  fits  all.  Specify  flavors  &  his  c 
hers.  $5.50  each  plus  $1 .00  P  +  H .  SX 
Sales,  Suite  225,  GC.  102  Charles  St 
Boston,  Ma.  02114 


RUN,  DANCE,  BREA  f  Ht,  SMlut, 
jump,  splash,  dribble,  scrabble.  T 
Gay  Recreation  Activities  Committ 
has  something  for  you!  Most  events  c 
FREE.  Meet  other  gay  people  ir 
wholesome  fun.  Write  for  spring  bi 
chure,  G.R  A.C.,  c/o  GCN  Box  8000, 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108. 
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BEACON  TOURS 

Specializing  in  individual  &  group 
arrangement 

Call  Linda  742-1220 
24  Tremont  St.,  Boston 


FRI  NIGHT  BLUE? 

Why  be  bored,  hassled  or  stood  up7 
Come  to  GCN  office  at  6  pm  and  exper¬ 
ience  good  folks  and  pleasant  conver¬ 
sation  while  folding  and  mailing  GCN. 

IHE  WOMAN  I  LOVE 
had  to  go  overseas  to  keep  her  job.  She 
will  be  gone  until  at  least  late  summer.  I 
need  FRIENDS,  not  lovers,  preferably 
Western  Hampshire,  Central  Berkshire 
counties,  ages  30-50,  stable  couples  / 
indivs.  (closets  respected).  Just  talk, 
please.  GCN  Box  593. 


Step  Out  for  Gay  Media  Action 
remember  the  folks  who  brought  you 
the  “Born  Innocent”  protest,  the  Fort 
Devens  dykes,  and  much  more?  Keep 
them  going  by  dancing  at  UMass 
dance,  May  21,  9-1  p.m.  100  Arlington 
St.,  Rm.  222.  Sponsored  by  UMass’ 
gay  people’s  group. 

GCN  has  no  control  over  classified  ad¬ 
vertisers.  We  cannot  assure  you  that 
your  inquiry  will  be  answered  or  that 
the  product  or  service  is  accurately 
presented. 

GM,  39,  6',  165,  Business  Exc.  Ikg  for 
sane,  30+  Harry  Browne  enthusiast, 
friend/companion .  I  frep.  visit  Boston 
or  wld.  Ike.  to  meet  someone  who 
would  like  to  visit  or  stay  in  country 
Write  PO  Box  35  N.  Edgecomg 
Me. 04556 


Publications  « 


CALIFORNIA  SCENt.  /tn  year.  Sample 
copy  $1.25,  ten  copies  $10.  Articles  of 
general  interest  and  news  of  all  Califor¬ 
nia  plus  photos,  theatre,  movie  reviews 
and  book  reviews.  Box  26032,  Los 

Angeles  90026- 

WIN  MAGAZINE 

•  Peace  and  freedom  through  non-violent 

action.  Subscription  $7 / y r  WIN,  Box 

I  547.  Rifton,  N.Y.  12471. 


PEACE  WORK 

Nonviolent  social  change  news  re¬ 
ported  in  lively  monthly  New  England 
newsletter.  Subscription  $3,  sample 
copy  free.  Peacework,  48  Inman  St., 
•Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

,  THE  COMPLETE  GAY  GUIDE 
Hot  off  fhe  presses,  the  all  new  Gay 
Person’s  Guide  to  New  England.  128 
pages,  hundreds  of  listings,  outdoor 
crusing,  bars,  baths,  beaches,  service, 
groups.  Expanded  coverage  for  gay 
women,  city  maps,  articles  on  gay 
history/herstory,  telling  parents,  S&M, 
baths  and  more.  $3.75  at  our  office 
(10-6  wkdays);  $4.00  by  mail.  G.P.G., 
Dept.  G-2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
02108. 


Europe’s  Favorite  Gay  Newspaper  has 
something  for  you!  Handsome  Studs, 
Tender  Chicken,  and  lots  of  Male 
Nudes!  Plus  100’s  of  "Outrageously 
Personal"  Classified  Ads  from  Gay 
Guys  around  the  world!  Turn  on  with 
the  Amsterdam  Gayzette  (International 
Gay  Newspaper(.  Send  $1  for  Big 
current  edition.  Amsterdam  Gayzette, 
Dept.  GCN,  704  Santa  Monica  ' 
Boulevard,  Santa  Monica,  CA.  90401 
USA. 


FOCUS 

A  journal  for  lesbians,  put  out  by 
Boston  DOB.  New,  exciting  format.  60c 
sample  copy,  $6.00  for  1  year.  Send 
check  to  DOB,  419  Boylston  St.,  Rm. 
323,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


LAVENDER  SOUTH 

Discover  the  realities  of  the  Southern 
Gay  experience,  read  The  Barb,  the 
news  monthly  for  Southern  gays. 
Regional  and  national  news,  lifestyle 
commentary,  entertainment  columns. 
Subscription  per  year  $5/3rd  class; 
$18/1  st  class.  Sample  .50  (all  copies 
mailed  in  anonymous  envelope.)  Class¬ 
ifieds  ,10/wd.,  Mastercharge,  Euro 
Card  and  Access  accepted.  The  South’s 
largest  gay  publication.  The  Barb,  P.O. 
Box  7922-b.  Atlanta,  Ga.  30309. 


F ,  • 
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MAJORITY  REPORT 
n;i  ■  ;  News  lor  Women,  publisher 
,  Kin:  week  Subscrip.  $5.00/yr.. 
G'  St  NYC.  Ny  10014, 

.  i-  "vjii  interested  in  doing  VOLUN- 
ER  WORK???For  any  number  of 
i: V  within  the  GAY  COMMUNITY, 
nse  win  Box  1976,  GCN.  22 
uii'  in  St  Boston.  MA  02108 
,  ’!•'  ■  i •  it  assured! 


LESBIAN  CONNECTION 
A  free  nationwide  forum  of  news  and 
ideas  by.  for,  and  about  lesbians 
(donations  are  always  welcome).  For  a 
subscription  simply  send  your  name, 
address,  and  zip  code  to:  Ambitious 
Amazons.  P.O  Box  811.  East  Lansing. 
Mich.  48823. 


Transvestite  Newsletter.  Free  sample 
Has  articles,  photos,  personals  and 
unusual  offers.  Write  Empathy,  Box 
12466,  Seattle,  Wash,  98111. _ 

News  from  the  North!  Subscribe  to  the 
Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter,  a 
monthly  journal  of  gay  and  feminist 
news  and  opinion  from  the  Pine  Tree 
State.  $4/yr.  Sent  in  sealed,  un¬ 
marked  envelopes.  Make  checks  pay¬ 
able  to  MGTF  Newsletter,  Box  4542, 
Portland,  Maine  04112. 


Resorts 


A  GAY  GUEST  HOUSE 

GOVERNOR  COLLINS  INN 
■113TouroSt.  Newport,  Rl  02840 
Tel.  l-[40f]-846-1323 

Call  or  write  lor  spring  &  summer 
Reservations 


Stud.  I  D.  or  this  ad  worth  20%  off  on 

available  rooms  thru  off  season.  "Carl’s  ’ 
Guest  House,"  68  Bradford  St.,  Pro- 
vincetown,  02657.  Tel.  617-487-1650. 

* *  *  *  *  ********** 

*  GAY  BICENTENNIAL  * 
I  GUIDE  TO  BOSTON  * 

jl  On  Newsstands  Apr.  19  or  by  mail  * 
$1.50  +  .25  postage-handling  ^ 

*#205,  102  Charles  St.,  Bos.  02114  * 

★★*★★*★★***★*★ 


Rides 


GM  needs  companion(s)  to  share 
driving  and  expenses  on  a  3  wk 
camping  trip  to  Canadian  Maritime 
Provinces  in  late  summer.  Call  492- 
3858  eves. 


HALIFAX,  N.S. 

Driving  to  Halifax  about  May  17  or  so. 
Can  take  rider  or  two,  share  expenses 
Tom,  7*11  -e344 . 


Roommates 


GM  early  50s  Iking  for  respon.  rmmte 
late  20s  to  40s  to  share  2  bedrm  luxury 
apt.  Own  rm,  privacy  $135  plus  util. 
Worcest.  Sq.  area.  Call  262-0179. 

HOUSE  IS  AVAILABLE 
Stonewall  Nation,  Inc.  owns  a  4-story, 
10  room  house  at  Linwood  Sq., 
Roxbury  Highlands.  Any  person  or 
group  with  an  idea  how  to  utilize  this 
space  should  call  Greg,  445-6676. 

SUMMER  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Own  room  avail,  in  sunny,  clean  2  br. 
Beacon  Hill  apt.  $85  plus  util.  Now 
avail,  for  neat,  respon.,  non-smoking 
person.  Write  John,  P.O.  Box  9181, 
Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  523-7934. 

GM  seeks  respon.  rmmte.  to  share 
Beacon  Hill  apt.  June  20-Aug.  1.  Own 
bedrm.  $192-93  plus  util. / 6  wks.,  or 
$128.62  plus  util. / 4  wks.  Message: 
742-3619. 


A  RAUCOUS  BORDELLO 
We  are  not,  nor  are  we  a  boarding 
house  for  wayward  girls  .  .  .we  are  a 
congenial  group  of  18  gays  living  an 
alternative,  supportive  lifestyle  in  five 
adjacent  houses  in  Roxbury  .  .  Dedi¬ 
cated  to  gay  political  education,  emo¬ 
tional  growth,  and  inexpensive  com¬ 
munity  living.  We  are  a  whole  that  is 
more  than  the  sum  of  its  parts.  We  are 
outrageous,  in  the  best  sense  and 
responsible,  in  the  le  ast  restrictive 
sense.  If  you  feel  akin  to  our  goals, 
plqas  call  any  of  THE  FORT  HILL 
FAGGOTS  FOR  FREEDOM,  anytime,  at 
427-1893  or  445-6676. _ 

GM  sks.  rmmte.  Boston  nr.  Kenmore 
Sq.  conven.  to  stores,  MBTA.  $90  mo. 
incl.  ht.  &  h  +  w  gas.  Clean,  responsible 
call  Barry  617-267-4756. _ 

Paramedical  student  m  seeks  cheap  rm. 
from  mid-May  to  end  Aug.  Pref. 
downtown  Bos.  or  Camb.  Please  call 
Ron  at  533-6658  eve.  leave  number  if 
not  in. 

WEEKEND  ROOMMATE  BOSTON 
GWM  22,  works  in  central  MA  wants  to 
share/ rent  Boston  apt.  for  weekends 
only,  must  be  near  MBTA.  Will  pay 
$15-30/mo.  share  cook/clean,  etc. 
Easy  to  live  with.  Write  GCN  Box  601 


Dance,  Dance,  Dance  Dance  at  100 
Arlington  St.,  rm  222  May  21 .9-1  pm 
Sponsored  by  UMass’  Gay  Peoples 
Group  Proceeds  go  to  GAY  MFDIA 
ACTION 


GM  wanted  to  share  3  bdrm  house  in 
Central  Sq.  with  other  gms  Share 
meals,  chores  and  fun-$79  &  util  Call 
Mark  or  Warren:  492-4639 

Small  comtortaoie  private  room  across 
from  the  Pru.  in  house  w/3  Iriendly 
young  guys,  no  smoke,  no  dope,  no 
heavy  drink.  $15-$20  per  wk  Call  Jay 
267-7422 _ _ 

2  Lesbian  feminist  roommates  wanted 
for  spacious  collective  household  in 
Allston.  Yard,  low  rent,  near  MBTA 
Food— co-op.  Call  783-9415. 

GM  student.  20  sks  place  May  25-Sept. 
1.  Am  responsible,  down  to  earth,  like 
to  room  with  similar  people,  preler  non 
smoking  Boston  vie.  Can  pay  up  to 
$100  month.  P.O.  Box  320.  Amherst, 
Ma.  01002  or  (413)  546-9756 


Services 


Executive  North  Haircutters 
would  like  to  announce  that  Donna, 
formerly  of  Margo's  of  Boston,  has 
brought  her  expertise  in  haircutting  & 
perms  to  the  North  Shore.  By  appt 
only  —  (617)  233-9787,  Rt  1 ,  Saugus, 
MA. 


yL,/.  /  y,,. 

hairaitting  10-6  lues  thru  s.it  JW>-  0300 
2.52  newbury  street  boston  mass  02|  lb 

Expe^bnced  carpenters.  Quality  work. 

References  available.  Call  Joan  (617) 
864-1802. 


R.V.  Moving  Co.  serving  the  greater 
Boston  area.  Fast  and  reliable,  1  man 
and  Ig.  walk-in  van  $11  p/h,  2  men  $16 
p/h.  Call  Phil,  227-1706. 

TYPESETTING 
FOR  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Use  our  phototypesetter  facilities  to 
produce  your  booklet  or  publication. 
Good  rates.  We  are  GCN's  typesetter. 
Write  GCN  Box  69. 


Quick 

Gay  Guide 

BOSTON  AREA  [area  code  617] 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Adolescent  male  rap  session,  4-6  pm  227-8587 

B'nai  Haskalah  (Gay  Jewish  group)  265-6409 

Black  Gay  Men’s  Caucus,  GCN,  Box  9600 
Cambridge  North/Brattle  Gays 
write  c/o  Gay  Legislation  661-9362 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-0368 

Cambridgeport  Gays,  c/o  GCN  Box  6500 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  227-9469 


523-1081  (492-6450, 
262-1 59// 


Closet  Space 

(WCAS  740m  AM) 

Daughters  of  Bilitis 
Dignity  of  Boston 
c/o  1105  Boylston  St..  Boston 
Elaine  Noble  (Rep.)  727-2584 

Fag  Rag  536-9826 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Fengay,  c/o  Tom  Nylund  267-1066 

Focus,  Women's  Counseling,  I86V2  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.,  Cambridge  876-4488 

Fort  Hill  Faggots  for 

Freedom  440-8551  or  442-6029 

Framingham  Unicorn  Society, 

P.O.  Box  163,  Framingham  01701 
Gay  Hotline  (3-12  pm,  Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371 

Gay  Men’s  Center,  36  Bromfield  St.  338-7967 

Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC),  c/o  GCN,  Box  8000 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  266-2069 

Gay  Alert  (for  gay  community 
emergency  only)  523-0368,  267-0764 

Gay  Media  Action,  c/o  GCN  Box  5000, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  354-2079 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Nurses  Alliance, 
cl o  GCN  Box  251,  Boston  02108 
Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  287-1900x2396 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau  547-1451 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9  FM)  353-2790 

Gay  Legislation  '76,  P.O.  Box  8841, 

J.F.K.  Station,  Boston  02144 
Rep.  Noble’s  Aides  727-2584 

Gay  Hotline  (Mon.  6-9  pm)  426-9371 

Gay  Youth  Advocates, 

70  Charles  St.  227-8587 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-81 81 

Golden  Gays  482-8998 

Good  Gay  Poets  536-9826 

Harvard-Radcliffe  GSA,  198  Memorial 
Hall,  Cambridge  021 38  495-1927 


Homophile  Community  Health  Svc.  542-5188 
Integrity/Boston,  P.O.  Box  2582,  02208 
Lesbian  Therapy  Research  Project  354-8807 
Lesbian  Liberation, 

c/o  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  Mothers  354-8807 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  I86V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc. 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Student  Homophile  League  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  A v.  661-8898 
National  Organization  for  Women  267-6160 
Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr.  253-5440 

Other  Fund,  Inc.  (Gay  United  Fund), 

P.O.  Box  1997,  Boston  02105 
Other  Voices  Bookstore, 

30  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  426-0412 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 

Project  Lambda  227-8587 

Transvestites/Transgenderists: 

Frances  Craig,  P.O.  Box  291, 

MIT  Branch,  Cambridge  02139 
Transvestites/Transgenderists: 

Ariadne  Kane,  Box  161,  Cambridge  02140 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student  Activities 
Office,  Medford,  MA  02155  776-0921 

Unitarian  Universalist  Office  of  Gay  Concerns, 

25  Beacon  St ..  Boston  021 08  742-21 00 

Women’s  Community  Health  in 

Cambridge  547-2302 

WESTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  code  413] 
Amherst  Gay  Hotline  (Men  &  women)  545-0154 
Clark  Gay  Alliance,  Box  A-70,  Clark  Univ., 
Worcester  01610 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  488, 

Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01107 
Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gaybreak  Radio  (WMUA-FM,  91 .9)  545-2876 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance, 

UMass/Amherst  545-0154 

Southwest  Women's  Center  ”  545-0626 

Springfield  Gay  Alliance  583-3904 

Valley  Women's  Center,  Northampton  586-2011 
EASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  pode  617j 
Alcoholics  Together/Worcester  756-0730 

Clark  Gay  People,  Box  A-70,  Clark  U, 

Worcester  01 610  793-7287 

Dignity/Merrimack  Valley, 

P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  01853 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 
c/o  Postmaster,  General  Delivery, 

Provincetown  487-3393,  487-3234,  487-3344 
jaypeople/ Drop-In  Center,  Campus  Center, 

100  Elliot  St.,  Haverhill  01830 _ 374-0929.1 


Haverhill,  N.E.C.C.  Gay  Line,  M  8-10  am, 

T  6-8  pm,  W  1 2-2  pm 

Homophile  Assistance  League  of  Provincetown, 
Box  674,  P-town  02657, 

158  Commercial  St.  487-9633 

Homophile  Union  of  Montachusett, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  01420 
MCC/Merrimack  Valley,  Box  750, 

Haverhill,  MA  01830  523-7664 

MCC/Worcester  756-0730 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center  487-0387 
Provincetown  Homophile  Assistance 
League,  Box  674,  Provincetown  02657 
New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1070 

CONNECTICUT  [area  code  203) 

East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

2031  Yale  St.,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575,  523-9837 
MCC/Hartford  232-5110,522-5575 

Gay  Switchboard  522-5575 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National 
Gay  Archives,  1  Gold  St., 

Suite  22B,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

The  Church  of  the  Eternal 

Flame  Universal  527-2656 

Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance,  c/o  Wesleyan 
Women's  Center,  Wesleyan  Sta., 

Middletown  06457 

RHODE  ISLAND  [area  code  401] 

Alcoholics  Together,  290  Westminster  St., 

Rm.  510,  Providence  274-4737 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231, 

Pawtucket  02861  754-6029 

Gay  Help  Line  831-9491 

Gay  Women  at  Brown  U,  Providence  863-2189 

Gay  Women  of  Providence  831-5184 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service, 
Providence  274-4737 

MCC  Coffee  House,  Providence  274-1 693 

MCC/Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.  274-1693 


MAINE 


[area  code  207] 


CMGA,  Box  2242,  Augusta  04330 
Gay  Support  &  Action,  P.O.  Box  110, 

Bangor  04401 

Maine  Freewoman's  Herald,  193  Middle  St., 

3rd  floor,  Portland  04111  774-6071 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force,  193  Middle  St., 

Portland  773-5530 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter, 

P.O.  Box4542,  Portland  04112  773-5530 

Gay  People's  Alliance,  92  Bedford  St.,  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Maine,  Portland  04103  773-2981x535 
The  Wilde-Stein  Club,  Memorial  Union, 
University  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE  [area  code  603] 

Seacoast  Area  Gay  Alliance,  Box  1424,  431-8209 
Portsmouth  03801  436-71 96,  431  -4350 

Women's  Group,  PO  Box  137,  Northwood  03261 
(Do  no  use  “gay”  on  any  mail  to  this  group) 

VERMONT  [area  code  802] 

Counseling  for  Gay  Women  &  Men, 
c/o  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

158  Bank  St..  Burlington  05401  863-1386 

Gay  in  Vermont,  Box  3216,  N.  Burlington  Sta., 

Burlington  05401  862-2397 

Vermont  Gay  Women  862-7770,  863-3237 

Women’s  Switchboard  862-5504 

NEW  YORK  [City  and  State] 

Gay  Citizens  Alliance  of  Syracuse, 

Lambda  Center,  503  South  Geddes  St., 
Syracuse,  N .Y.  472-3917 

Capital  District  Gay  Comm.  Council, 

P.O.  Box  131,  332  Hudson  Ave., 

Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Dignity,  P.O.  Box  1554,  N.Y.C.  10022 
Dignity / Rochester,  P.O.  Box  8295,  Rochester 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  2, 

Village  Sta.  10014  (212)677-6090 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genesee  Valley,  Inc., 

713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  1 4607  (71 6)  244-8640,  244-9030 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester,  713  Monroe 
Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)244-8640 

Gay  Community  Service  Ctr., 

1350  Main  St.,  Buffalo  14209 
Gay  Liberation  Front/U.  of  R.,  Todd  Hall, 

River  Campus.  U.  of  R.,  Rochester 
14627  (716)275-6181 

Gay  Media  Coalition,  c/o  The  Women's  Center, 
243  W.  20th  St.,  NYC  10011  924-9434 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project, 

247  W.  1 1  th  St.  691-6969 

Gay  Switchboard  924-4036 

Gay  &  Women's  Alliance  for 

Responsible  Media,  370  Lexington  Ave  , 

Suite  416,  NYC 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educ.  Fund  Inc., 

145  E.  52nd  St.,  NYC  10022  758-1905 

Lesbian  Feminists  Liberation,  c/o  Women's 
Center,  243  W.  20th  St  ,  NYC  691-5460 

Lesbian  Resource  Center  (formerly  GROW) 

713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  1 4607  (716)244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

iMattachine  Society,  59  Christopher  St.. 

NYC  10014  691-1066 

MCC/New  York.  201  W.  13th  St.  (corner  of  7th 


I  Ave.),  Sunday  worship  7  pm 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm.  506,  NYC 
i  Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 
15  Christopher  St.  


691-7428 


741-101 01 
25^809tj 
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May  11  thru  21 


GCN 


it  s  ENOUGH  TOJVIAKE  A  FROG  LAUGH! 


11 tues 


Boston  —  Gay  Pride  Week  planning 
meeting,  7pm,  Charles  St.  Meeting- 
house,  70  Charles  St.  Help  make  this 
year’s  Gay  Pride  Parade  a  BIG  suc¬ 
cess. 

Springfield  —  Springfield  Gay  Alli¬ 
ance  discussion,  “Lesbian  Mothers 
and  Gay  Fathers  —  should  you  tell 
your  children?”  8pm,  245  Porter  Lake 
Drive. 

New  York  City  —  West  Side  Discus¬ 
sion  Group,  ‘The  Early  Homosexual 
Rights  Movement  (1864-1935),’  John 
Lauritsen  and  David  Thorstad  speak, 
8:30,  37  9th  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Premiere  of  film 
Underground  at  8  and  10pm.  Benefit 
for  Bach  Mai  Hospital  and  Susan  Saxe 
Defense  Fund,  filmmakers  will  be 
present,  $5  donation,  tickets  at  Red 
Book,  100  Flowers,  Cambridge  Wo¬ 
men’s  Center  or  Haymarket  Peoples 
Fund. 

12  wed 

Cambridge  —  North  Cambridge  Gay 
Men’s  group  will  socially  collect  at 
8pm  at  Steve’s  house.  Food  is 
appreciated  as  well.  Call  Steve  at 
661-7574,  or  Joe  at  661-9362. 


13  thur 

Boston  —  Gay  Women  Alcoholics 
meet  at  HCHS,  80  Boylston  St.,  8:30, 
room  842. 

Boston  —  GCN  needs  help  with  layout 
of  our  paper  Thursday  afternoons,  so 
we  are  starting  a  layout  class.  Learn 
copy  editing,  correcting,  paste-up  and 
picture  reduction.  Come  to  our  offi¬ 
ces,  22  Bromfield  St.,  from  12-4.  See 
you  there! 

14  fri 

Cambridge  —  Casse  Culver  and  Willie 
Tyson  in  concert,  8pm,  Sanders 
Theater,  Harvard  U.  Tickets  at  door  or 
New  Words  Bookstore,  419  Washing¬ 
ton  St.,  Somerville.  For  childcare  call 
876-5310. 

15  sat 

Northampton,  MA  —  Lesbian  Gar¬ 
dens  features  ‘Amazon  Poetry’  read¬ 
ing,  8pm,  200  Main  St.,  3rd  floor. 

Boston  —  Emerson  Homophile  So¬ 
ciety  sponsors  dance  in  the  Student 
Union,  96  Beacon  St.,  9pm  to  1am. 
Admission  $2  ($1.25  with  Emerson 
ID);  food  and  drink  available. 

16  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Radcliffe-Harvard 
Women’s  Center  features  three  films 
by  Jan  Oxenberg.  followed  by  discus¬ 
sion  and  dance,  8pm,  $2  advance, 
$2.50  door;  info  call  495-1772. 


Cambridge  —  Mt.  Monadnock  NH 
hiking  day-trip  for  novice  hikers,  on  ; 
the  mountain  considered  sacred  by  I 
New  England  Indians.  For  North  , 
Cambridge  Gay  Men  and  others.  We 
will  leave  early  and  bring  food  with  us. 
Call  early  to  be  included  on  transpor¬ 
tation  arrangements:  Joe  at  661-9362. 

18  tues 

New  York  City  —  West  Side  Discus¬ 
sion  Group,  ‘Gay  Culture/Pop  Cul¬ 
ture,’  Loretta  Lotman  speaks,  8pm,  37 
9th  Ave. 

New  York  City  —  Benefit  for  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  at 
Experiment  4,  327  E.  48th  St.,  8-10 
p.m.,  fashion  show  and  entertain¬ 
ment,  $15  donation. 

20  thur 

Hartford,  CT  —  A  commemoration  of 
the  death  of  250,000  gay  people  killed 
in  Nazi  concentration  camps  will  be 
held  at  MCC,  11  Amity  St.,  7:45pm. 

21  fri 

Boston  —  UMass  benefit  dance  for 
Gay  Media  Action,  9-1,  100  Arlington 
St.;  beer  available. 

NYC—  “Creating  Community,”  a  NY 
Lesbian  Regional  Conference  at  PS 
41,  South  Ave.  and  11  St. 


Submit  Calendar  items  to  Cal¬ 
endar  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston,  Ma.  02108,  by  noon 
on  Wednesday  prior  to  publica¬ 
tion.  Send  items  EARLY. 


